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ABSTRACT
The p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  was t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  
a t t i t u d e s ,  a t t i t u d e  c h a n g e  a n d  g ro u p  c o n f o r m i t y  b e h a v i o r  o f  
p e r s o n s  d i a g n o s e d  a s  p s y c h o p a t h i c ,  a s  co m p a red  w i t h  t h o s e  
d i a g n o s e d  a s  n o n - p s y c h o p a t h i c , p e r s o n a l i t y .  T h i r t y  p s y c h o ­
p a t h i c  a n d  t h i r t y  n o n - p s y c h o p a t h i c  p r i s o n e r s  a t  A n g o la  S t a t e  
P e n i t e n t i a r y  s e r v e d  a s  E x p e r i m e n t a l  a n d  C o n t r o l  G r o u p s ,  r e ­
s p e c t i v e l y  i n  a mode c o u r t r o o m  e x p e r i m e n t a l  s i t u a t i o n  i n  
w h ic h  a c a s e  o f  e u t h a n a s i a  was e n a c t e d .  P r i s o n e r s  w ere  
a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  E x p e r i m e n t a l  Group b a s e d  upon  c a s e  h i s t o r y ,  
p s y c h i a t r i c  d i a g n o s i s  a nd  s c o r e s  on  t h e  Pd S c a l e  o f  t h e  MMPI 
o f  SO o r  a b o v e ,  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  C o n t r o l  Group w i t h  s c o r e s  o f  
70 o r  be lov ;  on  t h e  P d  S c a l e  o f  t h e  MMP1. T h e  s u b j e c t s ,  i n  
g r o u p s  o f  t e n  e a c h ,  s e r v i n g  a s  j u r y  m em bers ,  v o t e d  on t h e  
s e n t e n c e ,  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  p r e v i o u s l y  j u d g e d  a n d  r a n k e d  a n d  
i n  t e r m s  o f  s e v e r i t y ,  h e l d  g ro u p  d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e n  v o t e d  
a g a i n .
The r e s u l t s  w h i l e  n o t  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  sho\?ed 
a t e n d e n c y  i n  t h e  p r e d i c t e d  d i r e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  E x p e r i m e n t a l  
S u b j e c t s  t o  d i f f e r  i n  t h e i r  j u d g m e n t s  f rom  C o n t r o l  S u b j e c t s  
a n d ,  f o r  t h e  j u d g m e n t s  o f  E x p e r i m e n t a l  S u b j e c t s  t o  be  m ore  
l e n i e n t ,  t o  c h a n g e  l e s s  a f t e r  g ro u p  d i s c u s s i o n  a n d  t o  c h a n g e  
l e s s  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  g ro u p  d e c i s i o n  t h a n  t h e  C o n t r o l
v i
S u b j e c t s .  T he  f a i l u r e  t o  show a s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  
d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  t h e  two g r o u p s  was a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  
c r i t e r i o n  MMPI Pd S c o r e s  n o t  b e i n g  e x t r e m e  enough  w i t h i n  
t h e  l i m i t s  o f  80 o r  abo v e  and 70 o r  b e lo w .  O t h e r  f a c t o r s  
w h ich  w e re  m e n t i o n e d  a s  h a v i n g  p o s s i b l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  
l a c k  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  w ere :
( 1 )  Time i n  p r i s o n  was n o t  c o n t r o l l e d .
( 2 )  Range o f  s c o r e s  was l i m i t e d ,  d e c r e a s i n g  v a r i a b i l i t y .
( 3 )  The g rou p  s t a n d a r d  was n o t  c o n t r o l l e d  by  t h e  e x a m i ­
n e r .  S u g g e s t i o n s  w e re  made f o r  c o r r e c t i n g  t h e s e  
w e a k n e s s e s  i n  any f u r t h e r  s t u d i e s  i n  t h i s  a r e a .
For  t h e  two g r o u p s  i n  which  t h e  Pd s c o r e s  w e re  m ost  e x t r e m e  
t h e  p r e d i c t e d  d i f f e r e n c e s  o c c u r r e d  and  i t  x>jas a l s o  fou n d  
t h a t  t h e  E x p e r i m e n t a l  S u b j e c t s  became more  s e v e r e  a f t e r  g ro u p  
d i s c u s s i o n  w h e r e a s  t h e  C o n t r o l  S u b j e c t s  became more l e n i e n t .  
T h i s  r e s u l t  was d i s c u s s e d  i n  t e r m s  o f  i t s  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  
g ro u p  p s y c h o t h e r a p y  w i t h  p s y c h o p a t h i c  p e r s o n s .  The c o n ­
c l u s i o n  \'jas r e a c h e d  t h a t  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  o b t a i n  s t a ­
t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  t h e  method  o f  u t i l i z i n g  
a mock c o u r t r o o m  w i t h  t h e  s u b j e c t s  a s  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  
h a s  m e r i t  f o r  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  l a r g e l y  u n e x p l o r e d  a r e a  o f  
t h e  g ro u p  c o n f o r m i t y  b e h a v i o r  o f  t h e  p s y c h o p a t h i c  p e r s o n ­
a l i t y .
CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
The p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  itfas t o  a t t e m p t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  
r e a c t i o n s  o f  s u b j e c t s  w i t h  s o - c a l l e d  p s y c h o p a t h i c  p e r s o n a l ­
i t i e s  t o  a s i t u a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  w i t h  m o r a l  i m p l i ­
c a t i o n s  a nd  t h e i r  d e g r e e  o f  a t t i t u d e  c h an ge  and  c o n f o r m i t y  t o  
a  g ro u p  d e c i s i o n  a s  com pared  iv i th  n o n - p s y c h o p a t h i c  s u b j e c t s .
R e c e n t  ^■̂ ork i n  s o c i a l  p s y c h o l o g y  su c h  a s  t h a t  o f  S h e r i f  
( 1 9 3 5 ,  1 9 3 6 ,  1 9 3 7 ) ;  B e r e n d a  ( 1 9 5 0 ) ;  B ova rd  ( 1 9 5 1 ) ;  F e s t i n g e r  
( 1 9 5 0 ) ;  S c h a c t e r  (1.951) and S c h o n b a r  (1 9 4 5 )  h a s  i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  i n d i v i d u a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  d e g r e e  t o  w h ich  
p e r s o n s  w i l l  con fo rm  t o  a g ro up  s t a n d a r d .  The s u g g e s t i o n  h a s  
em erg ed  o u t  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  t h e r e  may be  p e r s o n a l i t y  
d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw e e n  t h o s e  who confo rm  a n d  t h o s e  who do n o t .
I n  t h e  p r o t o t y p a l  Asch e x p e r i m e n t  t h e r e  a r e  e i g h t  t o
tl
s i x t e e n  s u b j e c t s  o n l y  one  o f  whom i s  n a i v e ;  t h e  r e s t  c o n s p i r e  
w i t h  t h e  e x a m in e r  t o  p r o d u c e  t h e  c r u c i a l  c o n f l i c t  s i t u a t i o n .  
I n  e a r l i e r  p e r c e p t u a l  s t u d i e s  o f  ju dg m en t  o f  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  a 
l i n e  s u b j e c t s  an no u nce  t h e i r  j u d g m e n t s  p u b l i c l y  and  t h e  n a i v e  
s u b j e c t  i s  p l a c e d  so  t h a t  he  i s  a lw a y s  one  o f  t h e  l a s t  t o  
r e s p o n d .  On c r i t i c a l  t r i a l s  t h e  h i r e d  m a j o r i t y  g i v e  a  p r e a r ­
r a n g e d  f a l s e  a n s w e r .  To a g r e e  i s  t o  y i e l d ;  t o  g i v e  t h e  c o r ­
r e c t  r e s p o n s e  i s  t o  b e  i n d e p e n d e n t .  Hardy  (1 9 5 7 )  e x t e n d e d  
t h e  work o f  Asch and  o t h e r s  f rom  p e r c e p t u a l  t o  a t t i t u d i n a l
j u d g m e n t s  a n d  f ro m  p u b l i c  c o n f o r m i t y  t o  a t t i t u d e  c h a n g e  a s  
i v e l l . H a r d y ' s  e x p e r i m e n t  i s  a  t y p e  o f  s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  i n  
w h ich  a  s m a l l  g ro u p  o f  men m e e t  i n f o r m a l l y  a n d  s t a t e  t h e i r  
o p i n i o n s  on  a g i v e n  t o p i c ,  e x p r e s s i n g  u n i t y  o f  o p i n i o n .
The q u e s t i o n  w i t h  w h ic h  t h i s  t y p e  o f  e x p e r i m e n t  i s  c o n c e r n e d  
i s  " w h a t  i v i l l  t h e  p e r s o n  do whose  p o s i t i o n  on  t h e  i s s u e  h a s  
h i t h e r t o  b e e n  a t  v a r i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r s ? "  C o n f o r m i t y  i s  
d e f i n e d  a s  t h e  avow al  o f  a b e l i e f  o r  a t t i t u d e  a t  v a r i a n c e  
w i t h  o n e ' s  p r i o r  p o s i t i o n ,  w h ic h  avon;al  t e n d s  t o  c o r r e s p o n d  
t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  a p p r o v e d  by t h e  g ro u p  i n  w h ich  t h e  avow al  
o c c u r s .  The  p r i v a t e  r e s p o n s e  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  a m e a s u r e  o f  
a t t i t u d e  c h a n g e .  I t  was  upon t h i s  l a t t e r  t y p e  o f  d e s i g n ,  
somewhat  m o d i f i e d ,  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  was b a s e d .  As i n  
H a r d y ' s  s t u d y  t h e r e  was a p r e t e s t — e x p e r i m e n t a l  m a n i p u l a t i o n - -  
p o s t t e s t . I n  H a r d y ’ s  s t u d y ,  h o w e v e r , d u r i n g  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t a l  
m a n i p u l a t i o n  t h e r e  w e r e ,  a s  i n  Asch e x p e r i m e n t s ,  a  h i r e d  ma­
j o r i t y  who w e re  f r e e  t o  e x p r e s s  i n  t h e i r  own w o r d s ,  t h e i r  
d i v e r g e n t  o p i n i o n s .  The  e s s e n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  
s t u d y  was t h a t  no c o n f e d e r a t e s  w e re  u s e d .  The s u b j e c t s  t h e m ­
s e l v e s  w e re  f r e e  t o  a r r i v e  a t  t h e i r  own g r o u p  d e c i s i o n  w h ic h  
was t h e n  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  " g r o u p  s t a n d a r d . "  T h i s  m o d i f i c a t i o n  
was f e l t  t o  b e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  a t t e m p t  t h r o u g h o u t  t o  
c r e a t e  a  r e a l i s t i c  l i f e  s i t u a t i o n .
The  m a j o r  g o a l  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  was t o  a t t e m p t  t o  e x p l o r e  
t h e  s o c i a l  b e h a v i o r  o f  t h e  p s y c h o p a t h i c  p e r s o n a l i t y  i n  t e r m s  
o f  a t t i t u d e s ,  a t t i t u d e  c h a n g e  a n d  c o n f o r m i t y  r a t h e r  t h a n  to
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  g r o w in g  b o d y  o f  k n o w le d g e  r e l a t e d  t o  g ro u p  
c o n f o r m i t y  i n  i t s  t e c h n i c a l  t h e o r e t i c a l  s e n s e .  B e c a u s e  o f  
t h e  e m p h a s i s  g i v e n  t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  c o n f o r m i t y  among p s y c h o ­
p a t h i c  p e r s o n s  t h i s  s o c i a l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  m e th o d  a p p e a r e d  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  a d a p t a b l e  t o  a c l i n i c a l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p r o b l e m .
R e s e a r c h  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  g ro u p  c o n f o r m i t y  p r o v i d e s  nu ­
m e ro u s  e x a m p le s  o f  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  p e r s o n a l i t y  among r e a d y -  
y i e l d e r s  a n d  r e l u c t a n t  c o n f o r m e r s .  B a r r o n  ( 1 9 5 3 )  f o u n d  
y i e l d e r s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  o b l i g i n g ,  o p t i m i s t i c ,  
e f f i c i e n t ,  d e t e r m i n e d ,  p a t i e n t  and  k i n d ,  w h i l e  i n d e p e n d e n t s  
s e e  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  o r i g i n a l ,  e m o t i o n a l  and  a r t i s t i c .  Y i e l d e r s  
a l s o  t e n d e d  t o  b e  g r o u p - o r i e n t e d  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  m in d e d ;  i n d e ­
p e n d e n t s  p l a c e d  h i g h e r  v a l u e s  on c l o s e  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  
and  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a s  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  g r o u p .  C r u t c h f i e l d  
( 1 9 5 5 )  fo u n d  an i n d e p e n d e n t  c o u l d  be  c l a s s e d  a s  an  e f f e c t i v e  
l e a d e r ,  a s c e n d a n t  i n  h i s  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  p e r s u a s i v e ,  
e f f i c i e n t ,  a c t i v e ,  e x p r e s s i v e ,  u n a f f e c t e d ,  s e l f - r e l i a n t ,  
s e e k i n g  a e s t h e t i c  a n d  s e n s u o u s  e x p r e s s i o n s ,  and  a s  one  who 
i s  t u r n e d ,  t o  f o r  a d v i c e  a n d  r e a s s u r a n c e .  A p e r s o n  h i g h  i n  
c o n f o r m i t y  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d  i s  s u g g e s t i b l e ,  c o n f o r m i n g ,  
s u b m i s s i v e ,  c o m p l i a n t ,  h a s  a n a r r o w  r a n g e  o f  i n t e r e s t s ,  o v e r ­
c o n t r o l s  h i s  i m p u l s e s ,  i s  u n a b l e  t o  make d e c i s i o n s  e a s i l y ,  
b e c o m e s  d i s o r g a n i z e d  u n d e r  s t r e s s ,  a n d  l a c k s  i n s i g h t  i n t o  h i s  
own b e h a v i o r .  In  a  s t u d y  r e l a t i n g  two a s p e c t s  o f  c o n f o r m i t y ,  
a c q u i e s c e n c e  a n d  c o n v e n t i o n a l i t y ,  B e l o f f  ( 1 9 5 8 )  c o r r e l a t e d  
c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  t h r e e  p e r s o n a l i t y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s :
a s c e n d a n c e - s u b m i s s i o n ,  n e u r o t i c i s m ,  a n d  a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m ,  
a nd  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h o s e  h i g h  on  c o n f o r m i t y  w e re  lo i^  on 
a s c e n d a n c e  a n d  n e u r o t i c i s m  a n d  h i g h  on a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m ;  
i n d e p e n d e n t s  w e r e  h i g h  on  n e u r o t i c i s m  an d  a s c e n d a n c e ,  low  on 
a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m .  M o e l l e r  a n d  A p p le z w e ig  ( 1 9 5 7 )  f o u n d  t h a t  
p e r s o n s  v a l u i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  a c h i e v e m e n t  a n d  s e l f - a p p r o v a l  a r e  
l e s s  c o n f o r m i n g ,  w h i l e  t h o s e  who v a l u e  s o c i a l  a p p r o v a l  h i g h l y  
w i l l  b e  more c o n f o r m i n g .  K r e b s  ( 1 9 5 8 )  a n d  Tuddenham ( 1 9 5 9 )  
a l s o  f o u n d  t h a t  a h i g h  n e e d  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  a c h i e v e m e n t  g o e s  
w i t h  l e s s  c o n f o r m i t y .  Tuddenham ( 1 9 5 9 )  f o u n d  i n t r o s p e c t i v e ,  
more i n t e l l i g e n t  a n d  g e n e r a l l y  c o m p e te n t  p e r s o n s  t o  b e  l e s s  
c o n f o r m a n t ,  a s  d i d  C r u t c h f i e l d  ( 1 9 5 5 )  a n d  Nakamura  ( 1 9 5 8 ) ,  
and l e a d e r s  t o  b e  l e s s  c o n f o r m i n g  o r  p e r s u a s i v e  t h a n  n o n ­
l e a d e r s ,  a s  d i d  C r u t c h f i e l d  ( 1 9 5 5 )  and  K e l l e y  a nd  V o l k a r t  
( 1 9 5 2 ) .  L e s s  c o n f o r m i t y  was f o u n d  f o r  p e r s o n s  more  s e l f -  
e s t e e m i n g ,  s e l f - a s s u r e d ,  n o n s u b m i s s i v e ,  a g g r e s s i v e ,  i m p u l ­
s i v e ,  s e l f - c o n f i d e n t ,  n o n - s e l f - d e v a l u a t i n g ,  n o n d e p r e s s e d  
and  n o n d e p e n d e n t  ( T h o r n d i k e ,  1938 ;  H o v l a n d ,  J a n i s  a n d  K e l l e y ,  
195 3 ;  Hochbaum, 195 4 ;  M o u to n , B la k e  a n d  Q l m s t e a d ,  195 6 ;  
S c h r o d e r  a n d  H u n t ,  195 8 ;  J a n i s ,  e t  a l . ,  1 9 5 9 ;  Tuddenham,
1959 ;  J a k u b c z a k  a n d  W a l t e r s ,  1 9 5 9 ) .  B a r r o n  (1 9 5 5 )  f o u n d  an  
o r i e n t a t i o n  t o w a r d  c r e a t i v i t y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  l e s s  c o n f o r m i t y .  
H o v l a n d ,  J a n i s  a n d  K e l l e y  ( 1 9 5 3 )  show ed  t h a t  p e r s o n s  \»;ho i n  
t h e i r  p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e  h a v e  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n v e n t i v e  o r  
i n n o v a t i v e  w i l l  be  l e s s  c o n f o r m i n g  a s  w i l l  s o c i a l  i s o l a t e s .  
B a r r o n  ( 1 9 5 3 ) ,  H offm an  ( 1 9 5 3 ) ,  Hochbaum ( 1 9 5 4 )  and  B e l o f f
( 1 9 5 8 )  Tound t h a t  c o n v e n t i o n a l  p e r s o n s  a r e  more c o n f o r m i n g ,  
M o u to n ,  B l a k e  a n d  O l m s r e a d  ( 1 9 5 6 )  a n d  H e l s o n ,  B l a k e  a nd  
Mouton ( 1 9 5 8 )  f o u n d  t h a t  s u b m i s s i v e  p e r s o n s  a r e  more c o n ­
f o r m i n g  a n d  B e l l  ( 1 9 5 5 )  a n d  J a n i s ,  e t  a l «  ( 1 9 5 9 )  fo u n d  o t h e r -  
d i r e c t e d  p e r s o n s  t o  b e  more c o n f o r m a n t .  W h i t e  (1 9 5 7 )  
c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h o s e  t o l e r a n t  o f  n o n - c o n f o r m i t y  i n  o t h e r s  a r e  
l e s s  c o n f o r m i n g .
I n  summary,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  a u t h o r s  p r e v i o u s l y  men­
t i o n e d ,  we iTOuld e x p e c t  n o n - c o n f o r m i s t s  t o  bp  o r i g i n a l ,  
e m o t i o n a l ,  a r t i s t i c  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  ( B a r r o n ) ;  a s c e n d a n t ,  
p e r s u a s i v e ,  e f f i c i e n t ,  a c t i v e ,  u n a f f e c t e d ,  s e l f - r e l i a n t ,  
a e s t h e t i c  a n d  s e n s u o u s  ( C r u t c h f i e l d ) ;  n e u r o t i c  a n d  n o n -  
a u t h o r i t a t i a n  ( B e l o f f ) ;  i n t e l l i g e n t  a n d  g e n e r a l l y  c o m p e te n t  
(Nakamura  a n d  T u d den h a m ) ;  s e l f - e s t e e m i n g ,  s e l f - a s s u r e d ,  s e l f -  
c o n f i d e n t ,  a g g r e s s i v e ,  i m p u l s i v e ,  n o n d e p r e s s e d ,  n o n d e p e n d e n t  
( T h o r n d i k e ;  H o v l a n d ,  J a n i s  a n d  K e l l e y ;  Hochbaum; M oti ton ,
B l a k e  a n d  O l m s t e a d :  S c h r o d e r  and  H u n t ; H e l s o n ,  B la k e  and  
Mouton;  J a n i s ,  e t  a l . ;  Tuddenham; J a k u b c z a k  an d  W a l t e r s ) ;  
v a l u i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  a c h i e v e m e n t  a n d  s e l f - a p p r o v a l  ( K r e b s ;  
Tuddenham; M o e l l e r  a n d  A p p l e z w e i g ) ; i n t r o s p e c t i v e  (Tuddenham) 
i n v e n t i v e  a n d  s o c i a l l y  an i s o l a t e  ( H o v l a n d ,  J a n i s  a n d  K e l l e y )  
and  t o l e r a n t  o f  n o n - c o n f o r m i t y  i n  o t h e r s  ( W h i t e ) .
How w e l l  d o e s  t h i s  d e s c r i b e  t h e  p s y c h o p a t h i c  p e r s o n ?
I n  r e g a r d  t o  t h o s e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  r e l a t e d  t o  s e l f - c o n c e p t  we 
s h o u l d  e x p e c t  t h e  p s y c h o p a t h  t o  be  s e l f - e s t e e m i n g ,  s e l f -  
a s s u r e d ,  s e l f - r e l i a n t ,  s e l f - c o n f i d e n t ,  s e l f - a p p r o v i n g  and
and v a l u i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  a c h i e v e m e n t  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  m arked  
e g o c e n t r i c i t v  ( C u r r a n  and M a l l i n s o n ,  1 9 4 4 ) ,  p a t h o l o g i c a l  
e g o c e n t r i c i t y  ( C l e c k l e y ,  19::' > and n a r c i s s i s m  ( R i c h a r d s ,
1 9 4 6 ) .  Morgan and L o v e l l  ( 1 9 4 9 )  i n  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  a n t i ­
s o c i a l  b e h a v i o r  o f  t h e  p s y c h o p a t h  s a y :  . . . " t h i s  p h i l o s o p h y  
o f  l i v i n g  i s  h i g h l y  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c ,  n o t  c o n f o r m i n g  t o  a n y ­
t h i n g  n o r m a l l y  e x p e c t e d  o f  t h o s e  who l i v e  i n  a  g i v e n  c u l t u r e  
and a r e  m o d i f i e d  by t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  t h e y  h a v e  w i t h  o t h e r  
human b e i n g s  i n  i t . "  ( p .  5 7 6 ) .  R e g a r d i n g  h i s  e m o t i o n a l i t y  
we f i n d  t h e  p s y c h o p a t h  i s  d e s c r i b e d  a s  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  " l a c k  
o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  e m o t i o n a l  r e s p o n s e "  ( C u r r a n  and  M a l l i n s o n ,
1944)  o r  " g e n e r a l  p o v e r t y  i n  m a j o r  a f f e c t i v e  r e a c t i o n s - - a n  
i n c a p a c i t y  f o r  l o v e "  ( C l e c k l e y ,  1 9 5 5 ) ,  " d o e s  n o t  seem t o  
u n d e r s t a n d  and s y m p a t h i z e  w i t h  t h e  f e e l i n g s  and  a t t i t u d e s  
o f  o t h e r  p e o p l e  . . . h i s  e m o t i o n s  do n o t  seem t o  hav e  d e ­
v e l o p e d  a l o n g  t h e  u s u a l l y  e x p e c t e d  l i n e s "  (Morgan and L o v e l l ,  
1 9 4 9 ) .  T h a t  he i s  a g g r e s s i v e ,  a c t i v e  a n d  a s c e n d a n t  t h e r e  a p ­
p e a r s  t o  b e  l i t t l e  d o u b t .  Wooley (1 9 4 2 )  f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  
p s y c h o p a t h ’ s  "many a c t s  o f  a g g r e s s i v e n e s s  a r e  p r o b a b l y  d u e  to  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  no a d e q u a t e  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  h a s  b e e n  
made p r e v i o u s l y . "  Of h i s  s e n s u o u s n e s s  a n d  i m p u l s i v i t y , -we 
have  t h e  word o f  C l e c k l e y  (1 9 5 5 )  t h a t  t h e  p s y c h o p a t h ’ s s e x  
l i f e  i s  i m p e r s o n a l ,  t r i v i a l  and  p o o r l y  i n t e g r a t e d ,  o f  C u r r a n  
and M a l l i n s o n  (.1944) t h a t  h e  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by  m a l a d j u s t ­
ment a n d  p e r v e r s i o n  i n  t h e  s e x u a l  s p h e r e ,  and R i c h a r d s  (1 9 4 6 )  
s a y s :  " I n  t h e  p s y c h o p a t h i c  p e r s o n a l i t y  f reed o m  o f  e x p r e s s i o n
i s  p a r a m o u n t .  P o s s e s s e d  o f  t h e  a d u l t ' s  s e x u a l  d r i v e ,  t h e  
p s y c h o p a t h  s e e s  no r e a s o n  f o r  r e s t r a i n i n g  i t .  I n  t h e  
p r o c e s s  o f  e n j o y i n g  h i m s e l f - - h a v i n g  a good  t i m e - - s e x  and 
a l c o h o l  a r e  i n c i d e n t a l s . "  R e g a r d i n g  i n t e l l e c t u a l  t r a i t s  
most  a u t h o r s  a g r e e  t h a t  t h e  p s y c h o p a t h ' s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  i s  
w i t h i n  t h e  a v e r a g e  t o  s u p e r i o r  r a n g e  ( C u r r a n  and  M a l l i n s o n ,  
1 944 ,  C l e c k l e y ,  1 9 5 5 ,  R i c h a r d s ,  1 9 4 6 ) .  H i s  o r i g i n a l i t y  and  
i n v e n t i v e n e s s  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  m in im a l  a c c o r d i n g  t o  L i n d n e r  
(1944)  a s  he  l a c k s  d e p th  and  i s  c o n t e n t  w i t h  a v e r y  s u p e r ­
f i c i a l  k n o w le d g e .  W ith  r e g a r d  t o  n e u r o t i c i s m ,  t h e  p s y c h o ­
p a t h  i s  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  n e u r o t i c  o r  p s y c h o t i c  ( R i c h a r d s ,  
1 9 4 6 ) ;  shows an a b s e n c e  o f  " n e r v o u s n e s s "  o r  o t h e r  p s y c h o ­
n e u r o t i c  symptoms ( C l e c k l e y ,  .1955), a l t h o u g h  L i n d n e r  (1 9 4 4 )  
c o n s i d e r s  t h e  p sy c h o p a th ,  i n  h i s  own way t o  be m e n t a l l y  i l l .  
When i t  comes t o  h i s  s o c i a l  b e h a v i o r  we h a v e  num erous  
a u t h o r s '  v iew s  w h ic h  w o u ld  t e n d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  v i e w  t h a t  t h e  
p s y c h o p a t h  s o c i a l l y  i s  a  n o n - c o n f o r m i s t  (Cason., 1948; 
C l e c k l e y ,  1955;  C u r r a n  a n d  M a l l i n s o n ,  1944 ;  M aughs , 1941;  
M e y e r , 1912; P e n n i n g t o n ,  1 9 5 4 ,  R i c h a r d s ,  1 9 4 6 ) .  C l e c k l e y  
d e s c r i b e s  t h i s  a s  " i n a d e q u a t e l y  m o t i v a t e d  a n t i s o c i a l  b e ­
h a v i o r "  a n d  " u n r e s p o n s i v e n e s s  i n  g e n e r a l  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e ­
l a t i o n s ;  f a i l u r e  t o  f o l l o w  any l i f e  p l a n . "  P r e u  (1 9 4 4 )  
d e f i n e s  p s y c h o p a t h i c  p e r s o n s  a s  " i n d i v i d u a l s  who h a v e  m a n i ­
f e s t e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  s o c i a l  a d j u s t m e n t  o v e r  a 
p e r i o d  o f  many y e a r s  o r  t h r o u g h o u t  l i f e . "  W hi te  (1 9 4 8 )  
d e f i n e s  them a s  " t h o s e  \?ho h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  i n  s u c h  a way t h a t
p a r e n t a l  a n d  s o c i a l  s t a n d a r d s  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  i n t r o j e c t e d .  
C u r r a n  and  M a l l i n s o n  ( 1 9 4 4 )  s p e a k  o f  h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  p u r s u e  
s o c i a l l y  a c c e p t a b l e  g o a l s  a n d  h i s  d e f e c t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
w i t h  t h e  com m un i ty .
A u t h o r s  h a v e  n o t  commented u p o n ,  t o  t h e  w r i t e r * s  k n o w l ­
e d g e ,  t h e  o t h e r  p e r s o n a l i t y  t r a i t s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  n o n c o n -  
f o r m i s t s , i . e . ,  t h e  a r t i s t i c a l , e f f i c i e n t ,  u n a f f e c t e d ,  
d e p e n d e n t  o r  i n t r o s p e c t i v e  q u a l i t i e s  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  
p s y c h o p a t h i c  p e r s o n a l i t y .  A d d i t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  w h ic h  
a r e  g e n e r a l l y  u s e d  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  p s y c h o p a t h  a n d  n o t  
i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  on n o n c o n f o r m i t y  a r e :  (.1) a l m o s t
t o t a l  l a c k  o f  i n s i g h t  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  s e l f ;  ( 2 )  d e f e c t i v e  
ju d g m e n t  a s  e v i d e n c e d  by m ark ed  i m b a l a n c e  b e tw e e n  ego and  
s o c i a l  g o a l s ;  ( 3 )  v e r b a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  e m o t i o n a l  a c c e p t a n c e  
o f  s o c i a l  p e r c e p t s ;  ( 4 )  s t r o n g  m i g r a t o r y  t e n d e n c i e s ;  ( 5 )  
q u i c k  a b i l i t y  f o r  r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  ( C u r r a n  and  M a l l i n s o n ,  
1 9 4 4 ) ;  ( 6 )  s u p e r f i c i a l  charm ; ( 7 )  r m t r u t h f u l n e s s  a n d  i n s i n ­
c e r i t y ;  ( 8 )  f a n t a s t i c  a n d  u n i n v i t i n g  b e h a v i o r  w h i l e  d r i n k i n g  
( 9 )  s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e  b u t  s u i c i d e  r a r e l y  c a r r i e d  o u t  
( C l e c k l e y ,  1 9 5 5 ) ;  ( 1 0 )  d e f i c i e n t  s u p e r e g o  ( G r e e n a c r e ,  1 9 5 5 ) .
I t  a p p e a r s  f ro m  t h i s ,  t h a t  w h e r e a s  a p e r s o n  who i s  n o n -  
c o n f o r m i n g  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  p s y c h o p a t h i c ,  t h e r e  i s  s u f f i ­
c i e n t  e v i d e n c e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e  p s y c h o p a t h  
w o u ld  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  o n e  t y p e  o f  p e r s o n  sh o w in g  n o n c o n ­
f o r m i n g  b e h a v i o r .
I f  o n e  a s s u m e s  t h a t  t h e  p s y c h o p a t h  d i f f e r s  b e h a v i o r a l l y  
f rom  n o n - p s y c h o p a t h s  i n  h i s  s o c i a l  b e h a v i o r  a s  p r e v i o u s l y -  
c i t e d ,  t h e n  i t  se em s  l i k e l y  t h a t  h e  w i l l  d e m o n s t r a t e  n o n ­
c o n f o r m i n g  b e h a v i o r  i n  an  e x p e r i m e n t a l  s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  i f  
c a l l e d  upon t o  g i v e  an  o p i n i o n  a b o u t  o t h e r s ’ a n t i s o c i a l  a c t s .  
The f i r s t  h y p o t h e s i s  i s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  
o p i n i o n s  o r  a t t i t u d e s  o f  a p s y c h o p a t h i c  p e r s o n  i n  a s o c i a l  
s i t u a t i o n  w i l l  d i f f e r  f rom t h o s e  o f  n o n - p s y c h o p a t h i c  s u b j e c t s
H y p o th e s i s  3.. P e r s o n s  w i t h  t h e  d i a g n o s i s  o f  p s y c h o ­
p a t h i c  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  xvhen m a k in g  j u d g m e n t s  i n  a s o c i a l  
s i t u a t i o n  a b o u t  a n t i s o c i a l  a c t s ,  w i l l  d i f f e r  i n  t h e s e  j u d g ­
m e n t s  f rom n o n - p s y c h o p a t h i c  p e r s o n s .
Many a u t h o r s  h a v e  commented upon  t h e  p o o r l y  d e v e l o p e d  
c o n s c i e n c e  i n  t h e  p s y c h o p a t h  ( P e n n i n g t o n ,  1954)  ( G r e e n a c r e ,  
1 9 5 5 ) .  I f  t h e  p s y c h o p a t h  i s  a s su m e d  t o  be  d e f i c i e n t  i n  
c o n s c i e n c e  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  h i s  own b e h a v i o r  a nd  i t  i s  c h a r a c ­
t e r i s t i c  o f  n o n c o n f o r m i s t s  t o  be t o l e r a n t  o f  n o n c o n f o r m i t y  
i n  o t h e r s  ( W h i t e , 1948)  t h e n  i t  m i g h t  b e  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  he  
wot i ld  b e  more l e n i e n t  i n  h i s  j u d g m e n t s  o f  o t h e r s '  a n t i s o c i a l  
a c t s  •
Hypot h e s i s  I I . P e r s o n s  d i a g n o s e d  a s  p s y c h o p a t h i c  p e r ­
s o n a l i t y ,  when m a k in g  j u d g m e n t s  i n  a  s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  a b o u t  
a n t i s o c i a l  a c t s ,  w i l 1 t e n d  t o  be  m ore  l e n i e n t  t h a n  n o n -  
p s y c h o p a t h i c  s u b j e c t s .
S i n c e  t h e  p s y c h o p a t h  i s  a l s o  c o n c e i v e d  o f  a s  n o t  i n t r o -  
j e c t i n g  s o c i e t a l  demands ( L i n d n e r ,  1 9 4 2 - 4 3 ;  L i n d n e r ,  1943;
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L i n d e r ,  1944;  M i l l e r  a n d  D o l l a r d ,  1 9 4 1 ) ,  i t  m ig h t  b e  p r e -  
d i e t e d  t h a t  h i s  b e h a v i o r  would conform  l e s s  t o  a g ro u p  
s t a n d a r d  t h a n  n o rm a l  s u b j e c t s .  H y p o t h e s i s  I I I  was c o n c e r n e d  
w i t h  t h i s  p r e d i c t i o n .
H y p o t h e s i s  I I I . P e r s o n s  d i a g n o s e d  a s  p s y c h o p a t h i c  p e r ­
s o n a l i t y  w i l l  b e  l e s s  l i k e l y  t h a n  n o n - p s y c h o p a t h i c  s u b j e c t s  
t o  c h an g e  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  o p i n i o n s  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e i r  g r o u p ’ s 
d e c i s i o n s .
B e c a u se  o f  h i s  u n r e s p o n s i v e n e s s  t o  t r e a t m e n t  o f  h i m s e l f  
by o t h e r s  ( C l e c k l e y ,  1955)  and  h i s  f a i l u r e  t o  i n t r o j e c t  
s o c i a l  s t a n d a r d s  ( W h i t e ,  1948)  we would  e x p e c t  t h a t  t h e  p s y ­
c h o p a t h  would  f a i l  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  a t t i t u d e  change  a f t e r  e x ­
p o s u r e  t o  a g ro u p  h a v i n g  d i v e r g e n t  o p i n i o n s .  The f o u r t h  
h y p o t h e s i s  t h u s  s t a t  e s :
H y p o th es i s  I V . P e r s o n s  d i a g n o s e d  a s  p s y c h o p a t h i c  p e r ­
s o n a l i t y  w i l l  b e  l e s s  l i k e l y  t h a n  n o n - p s y c h o p a t h i c  s u b j e c t s  
t o  c h a n g e  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  o p i n i o n s  a f t e r  g ro up  d i s c u s s i o n .
CHAPTER I I
PROCEDURE
S u b j e c t s
S u b j e c t s  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y  w ere  t h i r t y  i n m a t e s  o f  A n g o la  
S t a t e  P e n i t e n t i a r y  d i a g n o s e d  a s  p s y c h o p a t h i c  p e r s o n a l i t y  who 
ivere m a t c h e d  f o r  a g e ,  s e x  a n d  e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  t h i r t y  n o n -  
p s y c h o p a t h i c  p r i s o n e r s .  C r i t e r i a  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  p s y ­
c h o p a t h i c  g ro u p  c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g ;
(1 )  An e x t e n d e d  h i s t o r y  o f  a n t i s o c i a l  b e h a v i o r  a s  
e v i d e n c e d  by  r e p e a t e d  i n c a r c e r a t i o n s  o r  o f f e n s e s  
a g a i n s t  t h e  lav: .
( 2 )  A s c o r e  o f  80 o r  a b o v e  on t h e  P d  s c a l e  o f  t h e  MMTT.
(3 )  Where a v a i l a b l e ,  a p s y c h i a t r i c  d i a g n o s i s  o f  p s y c h o ­
p a t h i c  o r  s o c i o p a t h i c  p e r s o n a l i t y .
I n  s e l e c t i n g  c a s e s  t o  q u a l i f y  f o r  t h e  p s y c h o p a t h i c  g r o u p ,  
t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  was t o  r e q u i r e  an MMPI P d  s c o r e  o f  80 o r  a b o v e .  
The r e c o r d s  o f  s u c h  p r i s o n e r s  w e r e  t h e n  e x a m in e d  t o  s a t i s f y  
t h e  c r i t e r i a  o f  h i s t o r y  a n d  o f  p s y c h i a t r i c  d i a g n o s i s  i f  a v a i l ­
a b l e .  T h e  n o n - p s y c h o p a t h i c  g ro u p  was s e l e c t e d  from p r i s o n e r s  
'whose MMPI P d  s c o r e s  w ere  70 o r  l e s s .  T he  p s y c h o p a t h i c  Ss 
c o m p r i s e d  t h e  E x p e r i m e n t a l  Group;  n o n - p s y c h o p a t h i c  S s  t h e  




T he  e x p e r i m e n t a l  s i t u a t i o n  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a  mock c o u r t ­
room i n  w h ic h  s u b j e c t s ,  i n  g r o u p s  o f  t e n  e a c h ,  s e r v e d  as  
j u r o r s .  The  c a s e  e n a c t e d  was one o f  e u t h a n a s i a ,  s p e c i f i ­
c a l l y  c h o s e n  b e c a u s e  no c l e a r - c u t  l a w s  r e g a r d i n g  a d e c i s i o n  
i n  su c h  c a s e s  e x i s t s  a n d  b e c a u s e  d e c i s i o n s  i n  s u c h  c a s e s  
a p p e a r  t o  d e p e n d  h e a v i l y  upon  t h e  m o r a l  f e e l i n g s  o f  t h e  
j u r o r s .  A d v a n t a g e s  o f  t h i s  p r o c e d u r e  w ere  c o n c e i v e d  o f  a s :
C l )  The  i n d i v i d u a l s  w e r e  n o t  a b l e  t o  make a ju d g m e n t  
i n  t e r r a s  o f  e x i s t i n g  r i g h t  a nd  w rong  a n s w e r s .
( 2 )  D i f f e r e n c e s  o f  "ovm" ju d g m e n t  a n d  ju d g m e n t  a f t e r  
g ro u p  d i s c u s s i o n  c o u l d  be  r e a d i l y  c o m p a re d .
( 3 )  R e s u l t s  c o u l d  be  e a s i l y  q u a n t i f i e d .
( 4 )  The s i t u a t i o n  s h o u l d  be  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  r e a l i s t i c  
enough t o  a b s o r b  t h e  s u b j e c t s  t o  t h e  d e g r e e  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  
become e g o - i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n s .
The M i n n e s o t a  M u l t i - P h a s i c  I n v e n t o r y  (MMPI) was a d m i n i s ­
t e r e d  t o  a l l  s u b j e c t s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t .  S u b j e c t s  xrere 
i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  ’‘n o n - p s y c h o p a t h i c * *  g ro u p  i*ho o b t a i n e d  a s c o r e  
o f  70 o r  b e l o w  on t h e  Pd S c a l e  o f  t h i s  t e s t ;  s u b j e c t s  w e r e  
i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  ’‘p s y c h o p a t h i c ” g r o u p  xvho o b t a i n e d  a s c o r e  o f  
80 o r  a b o v e  on  t h i s  t e s t .
F o r  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t  p r o p e r  s u b j e c t s  w e r e  s e a t e d  f a r  enough 
a p a r t  t h a t  t h e y  w e re  n o t  a b l e  t o  s e e  t h e  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s '  d e ­
c i s i o n s .  The " c o u r t r o o m ” was s e t  up i n  t h e  p r i s o n  r e c r e a t i o n  
tooni w h i l e  a s m a l l  a d j o i n i n g  room s e r v e d  a s  a  " j u r y  r o o m . ”
The " c a s t "  c o n s i s t e d  o f  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  a t  L o u i s i a n a  
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  To h e i g h t e n  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  r e a l i s m  a p p r o ­
p r i a t e  c o s t u m e s ,  p r o p s  a n d  ’’E x h i b i t s ” w e re  u s e d .  Each s u b ­
j e c t  was e q u i p p e d  w i t h  h i s  own i n d i v i d u a l ,  l e t t e r e d ,  ’’b a l l o t ” 
box  w i t h  a c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y  l e t t e r e d  i n d e x  c a r d ,  a  p e n c i l  and 
a l i s t  o f  p o s s i b l e  s e n t e n c e s  ( A p p e n d ix  B ) .
The s u b j e c t s  w e re  i n s t r u c t e d  by  t h e  E x a m in e r  a s  f o l l o w s  
b e f o r e  t h e  e n a c t m e n t  o f  t h e  c a s e .
E x a m in e r :  nWe a r e  d o i n g  some r e s e a r c h  i n  t h e  P s y c h o l ­
ogy D e p a r tm e n t  a t  L . S . U .  o n  ’’m ercy  k i l l i n g . ” More s p e c i f i ­
c a l l y ,  we a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
s e n t e n c e s  i n  s u c h  a  c a s e  a n d  we w a n t  y o u r  o p i n i o n s .  I n  
o r d e r  t o  make t h e  s i t u a t i o n  more  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  you a n d  i n  
o r d e r  t h a t  you  may p a r t i c i p a t e  more f r e e l y  we a r e  g o i n g  t o  
d r a m a t i z e  an a c t u a l  c o u r t  c a s e .  You w i l l  a c t  a s  t h e  j u r y .  
Each o f  you h a s  b e e n  g i v e n  a  s m a l l  w h i t e  c a r d  upon  w h ich  t o  
w r i t e  y o u r  v o t e  and  a l i s t  o f  p o s s i b l e  s e n t e n c e s .  When t h e  
e v i d e n c e  h a s  b e e n  p r e s e n t e d ,  c h o o s e  t h e  s e n t e n c e  w h ic h  you 
t h i n k  t h e  d e f e n d a n t  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n .  W r i t e  t h e  number  o f  
t h e  s e n t e n c e ,  e . g . ,  1 ( a ) .  2 ( b ) ,  e t c .  on t h e  w h i t e  c a r d  
and  d r o p  i t  i n  t h e  s l i t  o f  t h e  box  i n  f r o n t  o f  y o u .  i n  
c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e s e  s e n t e n c e s  assume t h a t  p a r o l e  i s  n o t  p o s ­
s i b l e ,  t h a t  t h e  d e f e n d a n t  w i l l  h a v e  t o  s e r v e  t h e  c o m p l e t e  
s e n t e n c e  you g i v e  h im .  You may t a k e  a s  l o n g  a s  you w i s h  t o  
d e c i d e  b u t  i t  i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  t r i a l  o r  
a f t e r ,  b e f o r e  you v o t e ,  t h a t  you do n o t  c o n f e r  w i t h  o t h e r
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" j u r y  m em bers” a b o u t  t h e  t r i a l  o r  y o u r  d e c i s i o n  o r  t h e i r  
d e c i s i o n .  Remember we want  y o u r  o p i n i o n . ”
The c a s e  c o n t a i n e d  i n  A p p e n d ix  A was t h e n  e n a c t e d .
V o t e s  w e r e  c a s t  t h e n  t h e  ” j u r y  m em bers” w e re  i n s t r u c t e d  a s  
f o l l o w s  b y  t h e  " J u d g e ” :
”You w i l l  now b e  a l l o w e d  t o  r e t i r e  i n t o  t h e  J u r y  Room 
a n d  d i s c u s s  t h e  c a s e  f o r  t h e  n e x t  30 m i n u t e s .  You w i l l  
e l e c t  o n e  o f  y o u r  g ro u p  a s  J u r y  F o re m a n ,  d i s c u s s  t h e  c a s e  
w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  r e a c h  some d e c i s i o n  a s  a g ro u p  a s  t o  
t h e  s e n t e n c e  t h e  g r o u p  f e e l s  t h e  d e f e n d a n t  s h o u l d  h a v e .
T he  J u r y  Foreman w i l l  r e p o r t  t h e  d e c i s i o n  which  t h e  group 
h a s  a g r e e d  upon when you  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  c o u r t r o o m .  Your 
d i s c u s s i o n  w i l l  b e  r e c o r d e d  t o  b e  k e p t  f o r  f u t u r e  r e f e r e n c e .  
Mr. Q i s t e f a n o  w i l l  now t a k e  you  t o  t h e  J u r y  Room .”
The s u b j e c t s  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  c a s e  f o r  t h i r t y  m i n u t e s  a nd  
t h e i r  d i s c u s s i o n s  w e r e  r e c o r d e d .  T hey  w e re  t h e n  r e t u r n e d  
t o  t h e  c o u r t r o o m  a n d  " c o u r t ” r e a d j o u r n e d .  The f o l l o w i n g  
p r o c e d u r e  was t h e n  c a r r i e d  o u t  f o r  e a c h  g ro u p  o f  s u b j e c t s :
J u d g e :  "The  c o u r t  w i l l  p l e a s e  come t o  o r d e r .  ( P a u s e ) .
Has t h e  j u r y  r e a c h e d  a  v e r d i c t ? ”
J u r y  Foreman:  " Y e s ,  y o u r  H o n o r ,  we h a v e . "
J u d g e :  " W i l l  you  p l e a s e  t e l l  t h e  c o u r t  t h e  n a t u r e  o f
t h a t  d e c i s i o n ? ”
J u r y  Forem an:  ( G i v e s  v e r d i c t )
J u d g e :  ( R e p e a t s  d e c i s i o n  o f  g r o u p  g i v e n  by  J u r y  F o r e ­
man,  on e  o f  t h e  .10 p o s s i b l e  s e n t e n c e s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  A p p e n d ix
15
B ) .
F o r  each  o f  t h e  10 s e n t e n c e s  t h e  j u d g e  h a d  p r e p a r e d  a 
s t a t e m e n t  o f  h i s  f i n a l  commitment  o f  t h e  c a s e ,  b a s e d  upon  
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  j u r y Ts  d e c i s i o n  w h ic h  c o n s t i t u t e d  h i s  f i n a l  
r e m a r k s  and  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  " t r i a l , 11 f o r  e x a m p le ,  " I t  
i s  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h i s  c o u r t  t h a t  t h e  d e f e n d a n t  i s  i n n o c e n t  
o f  any  c r i m e  a n d  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  p u n i s h e d . "  ( F o r  c o m p l e t e  t e x t  
s e e  A p p e n d ix  C ) . The E x a m in e r  t h e n  r e a d  t h e  f i n a l  i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s  t o  t h e  j u r y  a s  f o l l o w s :
E x a m in e r :  "Now t h a t  you h a v e  h e a r d  t h e  e v i d e n c e  and
h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  c a s e  vj.ith o t h e r s  we w o u ld  
l i k e  t o  h a v e  you  v o t e  a g a i n .  Remember t h a t  o t h e r s  may h a v e  
m e n t i o n e d  t h i n g s  w h ic h  you h a d  n o t  t h o u g h t  o f  i n  j u s t  t h a t  
way and  you may w ish  t o  c h a n g e  your v o t e .  T h i s  i s  p e r f e c t l y  
l e g i t i m a t e .  I f  you a r e  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  you w o u ld  l i k e  t o  
c h a n g e  y o u r  v o t e  by a l l  means do s o .  I f  you a r e  s t i l l  c o n ­
v i n c e d  o f  y o u r  o r i g i n a l  i d e a  do n o t  c h a n g e  y o u r  v o t e .  When 
you a r e  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  you h a v e  made up y o u r  m in d  you w i l l  
a g a i n  v o t e  a s  you d i d  b e f o r e ,  i n  y o u r  ovm b o x ,  w i t h o u t  
l e t t i n g  o t h e r  members s e e  how you v o t e d . "
F o l l o w i n g  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  f i n a l  v o t e s  f ro m  e ac h  
j u r y  member,  t h e  j u r y  was d i s m i s s e d ,  c o n c l u d i n g  t h e  e x p e r i ­
m e n t a l  s e s s i o n .
CHAPTER I I I
RESULTS
The p o s s i b l e  " s e n t e n c e s ' 1 ( s e e  A p pend ix  B) w e r e  r a n k e d  
by  f i f t e e n  j u d g e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  " d e g r e e  o f  s e v e r i t y "  o f  
t h e  s e n t e n c e .  The f i n a l  r a n k i n g s  w e re :
Rank S e n t e n c e
10 Death  p e n a l t y
9 L i f e  i m p r i s o n m e n t
8 Im p r i s o n m e n t  -  20 y e a r s
•7
i I m p r i s o n m e n t  -  15 y e a r s
6 I m p r i s o n m e n t  - 10 y e a r s
5 I m p r i s o n m e n t  -  5 y e a r s
4 I m p r i s o n m e n t  a t  h a r d  l a b o r
3 I m p r i s o n m e n t  a t  h a r d  l a b o r
2 I m p r i s o n m e n t  ■■ 1 y e a r
1 F r e e  (no p r i s o n  s e n t e n c e )
A c o e f f i c i e n t  o f  c o n c o r d a n c e  o f  .994 was o b t a i n e d  f o r  t h e s e
r a n k i n g s  w h ich  c o m p r i s e d  t h e  " s c o r e s "  upon which  f u r t h e r
a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  d a t a  was b a s e d .
S u b j e c t s  w ere  m a tc h e d  f o r  r a c e T e d u c a t i o n  and a g e .
Means f o r  t h e  two g r o u p s  a r e  shown i n  t h e  t a b l e  b e lo w .
E x p e r i m e n t a l  C o n t r o l
Mean Age ( y e a r s )  2 9 . 9 6  2 9 . 8 0
Mean E d u c a t i o n  ( y e a r s )  1 0 . 7 5  1 0 .7 1
Mean I . Q .  1 0 0 .0 3  1 0 3 .4 3
The s u b j e c t s *  a g e s  r a n g e d  from 18 t o  47 y e a r s ,  w i t h  a Mean 
Age f o r  t h e  g ro up  o f  2 9 . 8 7 ,  Mean 1 . 0 .  o f  1 0 1 .7 3  and  Mean 
E d u c a t i o n  l e v e l  o f  1 0 . 7 3  y e a r s .  The  Mean MMPI Pd  S c o r e  f o r  
t h e  E x p e r i m e n t a l  Group xras 8 5 . 1 4 .  Fo r  t h e  C o n t r o l  Group 
t h e  Mean MMPI Pd S c o r e  was 6 3 . 6 4 .
T a b l e  I  p r e s e n t s  t h e  r a n k s  o f  t h e  s e n t e n c e s  g i v e n  by 
e ach  s u b j e c t  b e f o r e  and  a f t e r  t h e  g ro u p  d i s c u s s i o n s  a r r a n g e d  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  E x p e r i m e n t a l  and C o n t r o l  g r o u p .  Means and  Me- 
d i a n s  a p p e a r  b e lo w  t h e  t a b l e .  H y p o t h e s i s  I  s t a t e s  t h a t :  
P e r s o n s  w i t h  t h e  d i a g n o s i s  o f  p s y c h o p a t h i c  p e r s o n a l i t y  when 
m ak in g  ju d g m e n t s  i n  a s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  a b o u t  a n t i s o c i a l  
a c t s  w i l l  d i f f e r  i n  t h e s e  j u d g m e n t s  f rom  n o n - p s y c h o p a t h i c  
s u b j e c t s .  To t e s t  t h i s  h y p o t h e s i s ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  v o t e s  ( i n  
t e r m s  o f  r a n k s )  f o r  t h e  C o n t r o l  S u b j e c t s  i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w -  
i n g  t h e  t r i a l  w e re  co m p a red  ’w i th  t h e  o r i g i n a l  v o t e s  o f  t h e  
E x p e r i m e n t a l  S u b j e c t s .  The  r e s u l t s  u s i n g  t h e  A n a l y s i s  o f  
V a r i a n c e  f o r  M a tc h e d  G ro u p s  a r e  shown i n  T a b l e  I I .  The o b ­
t a i n e d  v a l u e  o f  F b a s e d  upon  t h e  Mean S q u a r e  B e tw een  G ro up s  
was 1 . 1 5  w h ich  d o e s  n o t  m ee t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  1 and 29 d e ­
g r e e s  o f  f r e e d o m .  The v a l u e  o f  F b a s e d  upon t h e  Mean S q u a r e  
b e tw e e n  p a i r s  was .749  w h ic h  i s  a l s o  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t .  T h e s e  
r e s u l t s  a r e . i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no s i g ­
n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  o r i g i n a l l y  b e tw e e n  P d  and n o n - P d  Ss  when 
m a k in g  j u d g m e n t s  i n  a. s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  a b o u t  a n t i s o c i a l  a c t s
H y p o t h e s i s  I I  s t a t e s  t h a t :  P e r s o n s  d i a g n o s e d  a s  p s y c h o
p a t h i c  p e r s o n a l i t y  when m ak in g  a ju d g m e n t  a b o u t  a n t i s o c i a l
TABLE 1
SEVERITY OF SEOTENCE GIVEN BY EACH SUBJECT BEFORE AND AFTER GROUP DISCUSSION (1  a  MILD, 10 «  SEVERE
E x p e r i m e n t a l  S u b j e c t s  C o n t r o l  S u b j e c t s
Grouj? I Gro I I Gr<nt» I I I Group IV Gr ouj?, V Group V]
B e f o r e  A f t e r B e fo re A f t e r B e f o r e  A f t e r B e fo re -After B e fo re A f t  ec B e f o r e A£i
S 1
1  2 3 2 1 I 1 1 2 2 4 3
S2 a a 5 4 1 I 6 1 3 3 2 2
s „ 2  2 1 1 9 7 1 1 5 2 2 2
S4 2  2 7 3 6  7
■e■A. 1 1 1 3 2
S . 2  2 4 4 1  1 a 9 2 2 2 2
s 40
S■' 7
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ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE SHOWING Tm  ORIGINAL "SENTENCES'' 
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE TRIAL FOR 
EXPERIMENT/!. AND CONTROL S s
S o u r c e  o £  Sura o f  Mean
V a r ia t io n  S q u a re s  d £  S q u a re  F
**
Between G roups 6 .0 1  1 6 .01  1 .15
*Jv.
Be tweets P a i r s  1 1 3 .3 5  29 3 .91  .749
R e s id u a l  1 5 1 .4 9  29 5 .22
Total  270.85 59
N «  60 
Not s i
a c t s  w i l l  t e n d  t o  b e  more l e n i e n t  t h a n  n o n - p s y c h o p a t h i c  
s u b j e c t s .  I n  T a b l e  I  i t  i s  s e e n  t h a t  t h e  m eans  f o r  t h e  e x ­
p e r i m e n t a l  g r o u p s  a r e  l o w e r  ( l e s s  s e v e r e )  t h a n  t h o s e  f o r  
t h e  c o n t r o l  g r o u p s .  H o w ev e r ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  w h i l e  i n  t h e  
p r e d i c t e d  d i r e c t i o n  y i e l d e d  a t  o f  1 . 0 8 ,  w h ic h  shows l a c k  
o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e . The d i f f e r e n c e s  f o r  v o t e s  
f o l l o w i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  a l s o  i n  t h e  p r e d i c t e d  d i r e c t i o n ,  y i e l d ­
e d  a  t  o f  1 . 2 0  w h ic h  i s  a l s o  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t .  T h i s  r e s u l t  
iTOuld seem t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r ­
e n c e  b e t w e e n  Pd a n d  n o n - P d  Ss  i n  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  l e n i e n c y .  As 
a  f u r t h e r  t e s t  o f  t h i s  r e s u l t ,  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
o f  a t r e n d  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  t h e  r a n k s  f o r  e x p e r i m e n t a l  and  
C o n t r o l  Ss  w ere  c o r r e l a t e d  w i t h  t h e i r  Pd s c o r e s  on t h e  MMPI. 
A c o r r e l a t i o n  o f  - . 1 8 4  was  o b t a i n e d  w h ic h  i s  i n  t h e  e x p e c t e d  
d i r e c t i o n ,  i . e . .  t h e  h i g h e r  t h e  Pd s c o r e  t h e  m ore  l e n i e n t  
t h e  d e c i s i o n .
H y p o t h e s i s  I I I  s t a t e s  t h a t ;  P e r s o n s  d i a g n o s e d  a s  p s y ­
c h o p a t h i c  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  w i l l  be  l e s s  l i k e l y  t h a n  n o r m a l s  t o  
c h a n g e  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  o p i n i o n s  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e i r  g r o u p ’ s 
d e c i s i o n .  To t e s t  t h i s  h y p o t h e s i s  t h e  g ro u p s *  d e c i s i o n  a n d  
t h e  s u b j e c t s 1 f i n a l  j u d g m e n t s  w e re  u s e d  t o  com pute  t h e  r a n k  
o r d e r  c o r r e l a t i o n s .  Fo r  t h e  t h r e e  E x p e r i m e n t a l  g r o u p s  t h e  
c o r r e l a t i o n s  w e re  . 9 8 ,  . 8 3  and  .5 5  i n d i c a t i n g  r e l a t i v e l y  
l i t t l e  c h a n g e  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  a s  a j u r o r  i n  
d i s c u s s i o n  and  h e a r i n g  t h e  g r o u p ’ s  v e r d i c t .  T he  c o r r e ­
l a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  C o n t r o l  g r o u p s  w e r e :  . 3 3 ,  . 7 6  and  . 9 0 .
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T h i s  r e s u l t  i s  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  was 
l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  t h e  g r o u p s  a s  f a r  a s  m o d i f y i n g  
t h e i r  j u d g m e n t s  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  g roup s*  d e c i s i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  
t h e  E x p e r i m e n t a l  g ro u p  does  d e m o n s t r a t e  l e s s  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  
c h a n g e .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  m os t  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t s  
i n  b o t h  g r o u p s  d i d  n o t  c h an g e  t h e i r  v o t e  a f t e r  g ro u p  d i s c u s ­
s i o n .  Twenty  Ss i n  t h e  E x p e r i m e n t a l  g ro u p  and  t w e n t y - f i v e  
Ss i n  t h e  C o n t r o l  g roup  d i d  n o t  c h a n g e .  How ever ,  t h o s e  i n  
t h e  E x p e r i m e n t a l  g ro u p  i-jho c h a n g e d  w ere  a s  l i k e l y  t o  c h an g e  
i n  a  d i r e c t i o n  away f rom  t h e  g r o u p  d e c i s i o n  a s  t o w a r d s  i t  
w h i l e  t h o s e  i n  t h e  C o n t r o l  g ro u p  xvho ch an g e d  d i d  so  'w i th o u t  
e x c e p t i o n  i n  a d i r e c t i o n  t o w a rd  t h e  g ro up  d e c i s i o n .
H y p o t h e s i s  IV s t a t e s  t h a t :  P e r s o n s  d i a g n o s e d  a s  p s y ­
c h o p a t h i c  p e r s o n a l i t y  w i l l  be  l e s s  l i k e l y  t h a n  n o n -  
p s y c h o p a t h i c  p e r s o n s  t o  c h a n g e  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  o p i n i o n s  a f t e r  
g ro u p  d i s c u s s i o n .  To t e s t  t h i s  h y p o t h e s i s  t h e  A n a l y s i s  o f  
V a r i a n c e  f o r  r e p e a t e d  m e a s u r e m e n ts  on  t h e  same s u b j e c t s  was 
c o m p u ted .  The d a t a  f o r  c o m p u t in g  t h e  a n a l y s i s  w e re  t h e  
s c o r e s  b e f o r e  and  a f t e r  g ro u p  d i s c u s s i o n  f o r  E x p e r i m e n t a l  and  
C o n t r o l  s u b j e c t s .  T a b l e  I I I  shows  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  A n a ly ­
s i s  o f  V a r i a n c e .  The v a l u e  o f  F f o r  t h e  mean s q u a r e  b a s e d  
upon t h e  v a r i a t i o n  b e tw e e n  Ss i n  t h e  same g ro u p  when t e s t e d  
f o r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  mean s q u a r e  b e tw e e n  m e th o d s  was 
1 . 4 7  w h ic h  do es  n o t  m ee t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  1 and  58 d e g r e e s  
o f  f r e e d o m .  I t  i s  i n f e r r e d  f rom t h i s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no s t a ­
t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  o f
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TABLE r n
REPEATED MEASUREMENTS ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE FOR Pd  -AND NON-Pd S s  
BEFORE AND AFTER GROUP DISCUSSION
S o u r c e  o f  
V a r i a t i o n
Stm o f  
S q u a r e s d f
Mean 
Scut a r c F
B etw een  m e th o d s :  A, B 10.21 1 1 0 . 2 1
*
1 .4 7
B e tw een  Ss i n  sasic  g roup 4 0 2 .0 8 58 6 .9 3
T o t a l  between Ss 4 1 2 .2 0 59
tV
2 .7 1Between, t r i a l s :  I ,  I I 3 . 0 1 1 3 ,0 1
In te r a c t io n :  t r i a l s  x
m e th o d s .0 6 1 .0 6
In te r a c t io n :  p o o l e d  
S s  x t r i a l s 6 4 .4 3 58 1.11 .0 0 5 *
T o t a l  w ith in  s u b j e c t s 6 7 .5 0 60
T o t a l 4 7 9 .7 0 119
B etw een  n a t l i ^ d s :  A f B 1 0 . 2 1 1
B etw een  t r i a l s :  I ,  II 3 .0 1 1
I n te r a c t io n : t r i f i t s  u 
r.iet!i<*»dR _.Q6
T o t a l  b e tw e e n  
c e l l s 1 3 .2 8 3
Between Ss in  same group 4 0 2 .0 5 58
I  n t  e 1* v. c t  i on  t p o o l  ed 
S s  5t t r i a l s 6 4 .4 3 58
T o t a l  w i t  {‘i n  c e l l s 4 6 6 .5 1 1 1 1
T o t a l 4 7 9 .7 9 119
n o t  s i g n i f  1 cas?t
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p s y c h o p a t h i c  and  n o n - p s y c h o p a t h i c  s u b j e c t s .  The v a l u e  o f  F 
b a s e d  u p on  t h e  mean s q u a r e  f o r  t r i a l s  t e s t e d  f o r  s i g n i f i ­
c an c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  pooled ,  i n t e r a c t i o n  e r r o r  t e r m  v?as 2 . 7 1  
in'llich d o e s  n o t  m ee t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  1 a n d  58 d e g r e e s  o f  
f r e e d o m .  From t h i s  i t  may be  i n f e r r e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no 
s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  t h e  g r o u p s  b e f o r e  and  a f t e r  
g ro up  d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h a t  g r o u p  d i s c u s s i o n  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a 
d i f f e r e n t i a l  e f f e c t  upon  t h o s e  d i a g n o s e d  a s  p s y c h o p a t h i c  
p e r s o n a l i t y  a s  com pared  x*/ith t h o s e  d i a g n o s e d  a s  n o n -  
p s y c h o p a t h i c  p e r s o n a l i t y  i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  The v a l t i e  o f  F 
f o r  t h e  t r i a l s  x  m e th o d s  i n t e r a c t i o n  was .0 0 5  w h ic h  i s  a l s o  
n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t .
c h a p te r  IV
DISCUSSION
I f  o n e  c o m p a res  i n d i v i d u a l  g r o u p s  by i n s p e c t i o n  i t  i s  
i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  f o r  G ro u p s  I  an'cl IV ,  i n  w h ic h  t h e  
Pd s c o r e s  w e re  most  e x t r e m e  t h a t :
( 1 )  Group I (Pd  S s )  became more  s e v e r e  a f t e r  g ro u p  
d i s c u s s i o n .
( 2 )  Group IV ( n o n - P d  S s )  became more l e n i e n t  a f t e r  
g ro u p  d i s c u s s i o n .
( 3 )  Group IV ( n o n - P d  S s )  c h a n g e d  more a f t e r  g ro u p  d i s ­
c u s s i o n  .
( 4 )  Group I s u b j e c t s  * g ro u p  d e c i s i o n  was t o  l e t  t h e  
d e f e n d a n t  go f r e e ;  Group IV Ss  g a v e  t h e  d e f e n d a n t  a one  y e a r  
p r i s o n  t e r m .
A lso  i n  c o m p a r in g  G roups  I I  a n d  V a nd  G roups  I I I  and  
V I ,  E x p e r i m e n t a l  s u b j e c t s  w e re  m ore  l e n i e n t  i n  t h e i r  o r i g i ­
n a l  d e c i s i o n s  t h a n  C o n t r o l  s u b j e c t s .  T h i s  t r e n d  to w a r d  
v e r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  h y p o t h e s e s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  idhen t h e  Pd 
s c o r e s  a r e  e x t r e m e  enough  t o  show s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  
b e tw e e n  t h e  g r o u p s ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  s u g g e s t e d  by t h e  h y ­
p o t h e s e s  do r e s u l t .
The r e s u l t s ,  i f  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  
w o u ld  h a v e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  p e r s o n s  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  p s y c h o p a t h i c
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ob t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e i r  MMPI P d  s c o r e s  a n d  p r e s u m a b l y  sh o w in g  
such  p e r s o n a l i t y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  as  a g g r e s s i v e n e s s ,  i m p u l -  
s i v i t y ,  e g o c e n t r i c i t y , n a r c i s s i s m ,  a v e r a g e  t o  s u p e r i o r  i n ­
t e l l i g e n c e ,  a n t i s o c i a l  b e h a v i o r ,  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  a n d  s h a l l o w  
e m o t i o n a l i t y  h a v e  a t e n d e n c y  t o  j u d g e  o t h e r s *  a n t i s o c i a l  
a c t s  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  g r e a t e r  l e n i e n c y ,  t e n d  t o  con fo rm  
l e s s  to  t h e i r  own g r o u p ' s  s t a n d a r d  a n d  t o  show l e s s  a t t i t u d e  
c h a n g e  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  g ro u p  d i s c u s s i o n  and  
h e a r i n g  t h e  g r o u p  d e c i s i o n  p u b l i c l y  a n n o u n c e d  t h a n  d o e s  t h e  
p e r s o n  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  n o n - p s y c h o p a t h i c .
T h i s  s t u d y  w o u ld  t e n d  t o  s u p p o r t  W h i t e * s  ( 1 9 5 7 )  f i n d i n g  
t h a t  n o n c o n f o r m i s t s  a r e  more a c c e p t i n g  o f  n o n c o n f o r m i t y  i n  
o t h e r s .  I t  a l s o  t e n d s  t o  l e n d  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  
d e s c r i b i n g  n o n c o n f o r m i s t s  a s  a s c e n d a n t ,  p e r s u a s i v e ,  a g g r e s ­
s i v e ,  i m p u l s i v e ,  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c ,  s e l f -  
e s t e e m i n g ,  s e l f - a s s u r e d ,  s e l f - c o n f i d e n t  and  s e l f - a p p r o v i n g .
W i th  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
s e v e r a l  f a c t o r s  a p p e a r  l i k e l y  t o  h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  
f a i l u r e  t o  show s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw e e n  t h e  g r o u p s  
i n  t h i s  s t u d y .
.1. C o n t a m i n a t i o n  and i n s u f f i c i e n c y  o f  t h e  c r i t e r i o n .  
D e s p i t e  t h e i r  Pd s c o r e s  t h e r e  may h a v e  b e e n  
s e v e r e l y  p s y c h o p a t h i c  s u b j e c t s  i n  t h e  C o n t r o l  
g r o u p s .  W h e re a s ,  t h e  Pd s c a l e  o f  t h e  MMPI i s  c o n ­
s i d e r e d  h i g h l y  r e l i a b l e  (H a th a w a y  e.nd M c K in le y ,
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1 9 5 1 )  i t  may n o t  be  s u f f i c i e n t l y  v a l i d  a n d  r e l i a ­
b l e  w i t h i n  t h e  r a t h e r  na rrox?  r a n g e  o f  80 a n d  abov e  
and  70 a n d  b e l o w .  Many o f  t h e  s u b j e c t s  i n  t h e  
p r e s e n t  s t u d y  who were  i n  t h e  E x p e r i m e n t a l  Group 
h a d  s c o r e s  o f  e x a c t l y  80 o r  s l i g h t l y  a b o v e ,  w h i l e  
many o f  t h e  s u b j e c t s  i n  t h e  C o n t r o l  g ro u p  w ere  a l s o  
on t h e  b o r d e r l i n e  o f  j u s t  b e lo w  7 0 .  T h i s  c r i t e r i o n  
was a s  recom mended  by  H a thaw ay  ( 1 9 5 1 ) ,  i . e . f s c o r e s  
o f  80 o r  ab o v e  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  as  h a v i n g  a s e v e r e  
d e g r e e  o f  t h e  t r a i t  i n  q u e s t i o n ,  b u t  a c t u a l l y  a 
p e r s o n  h a v i n g  a t  s c o r e  o f  o v e r  50 i s  a l s o  c o n s i d e r ­
ed  a s  h a v i n g  t h e  t r a i t  i n  q u e s t i o n  t o  some d e g r e e .
A g i v e n  s u b j e c t  t h e r e f o r e  who was u n t r u t h f u l  ( a s  
p s y c h o p a t h s  a r e  known t o  b e )  may h a v e  h a d  a s c o r e  
o f  b e lo w  70 and  h a d  b e e n  a s s i g n e d  to t h e  n o n -P d  
g ro u p  wlxen a c t u a l l y  he  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a s s i g n e d  t o  
t h e  Pd  g r o u p .  T h i s  i s  f e l t  t o  be  a s e r i o u s  w e a k n e s s  
o f  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t  and  a r e p e a t  s t u d y  w o u ld  recommend 
t  h e f  o 11 o wi n g :
( a )  To a v o i d  t h i s  h a p p e n i n g  i n  a  r e p e a t  s t u d y ,  i f  
t h e  Pd s c a l e  i s  u s e d  a s  a c r i t e r i o n ,  more e x ­
t r e m e  s c o r e s  s h o u l d  be  u s e d  a s  c u t o f f  p o i n t s ,  
w h ic h  w o u ld  l e s s e n  t h e  c h a n c e s  o f  p s y c h o p a t h i c  
p e r s o n s  b e i n g  a s s i g n e d  t o  n o n - p s y c h o p a t h i c  
g r o u p s .
( b )  O t h e r  c r i t e r i a  s h o u l d  be  a d d e d ,  e . g . ,  d e t a i l e d
c a s e  h i s t o r y  d a t a ,  o t h e r  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t e s t  
r e s u l t s  and  p o s s i b l y  c l i n i c a l  i n t e r v i e w s .
The more  d a t a  w h ich  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t h e  l e s s  
t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  e r r o r s  i n  a s s i g n i n g  c a s e s  
t o  t h e  two g r o u p s .  P e r s o n a l i t y  t r a i t s  which  
t h e  p s y c h o p a t h  i s  p re s u m e d  to  h a v e ;  e . g . ,  d e ­
f e c t i v e  j u d g m e n t ,  l a c k  o f  i n s i g h t  i n  r e g a r d  
t o  t h e  s e l f ,  m i g r a t o r y  t e n d e n c i e s ,  i n s i n c e r i t y ,  
u n t r u t h  f u l n e s s , s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e n e s s , d e f i c i e n t  
s u p e r e g o ,  s u p e r f i c i a l  charm ,  v e r b a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  
e m o t i o n a l  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  s o c i a l  p e r c e p t s  a nd  
b i z a r r e  b e h a v i o r  w h i l e  d r i n k i n g ,  u s u a l l y  fo u n d  
c l i n i c a l l y  i n  p s y c h o p a t h i c  p e r s o n s ,  m igh t  h a v e  
b e e n  e l i c i t e d  more d e f i n i t i v e l y  by  i n t e r v i e w  
t e c h n i q u e .  W hile  an a t t e m p t  was made i n  t h e  
p r e s e n t  s t u d y  t o  u t i l i z e  c a s e  h i s t o r y  d a t a  t h e  
p r i s o n  r e c o r d s  w e re  v e r y  s k e t c h y .
Time i n  p r i s o n  was n o t  c o n t r o l l e d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  
s t u d y .  E v id e n c e  f rom  Maher and H u l i n  (1 9 5 9 )  s u g ­
g e s t s  t h a t  a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d s  t h e  lav; became i n -  
c r e a s i n g l y  n e g a t i v e  o r  h o s t i l e  as  i m p r i s o n m e n t  i s  
p r o l o n g e d .  Such an e f f e c t  o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  
m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  a f a c t o r  i n  p r o d u c i n g  more l e n i e n c y  
t o w a r d  t h e  " p r i s o n e r . "
Range o f  s c o r e s  was l i m i t e d ,  d e c r e a s i n g  v a r i a b i l i t y .  
T h i s  m ig h t  be  c o r r e c t e d  by  u s i n g  a more  c o n t r o v e r s i a l
i s s u e  t h a n  e u t h a n a s i a  f o r  t h e  t r i a l ,  o r  by u s i n g  a 
more  r e f i n e d  s c a l e .  A t w e n t y - p o i n t  s c a l e ,  f o r  
i n s t a n c e  c o u l d  e a s i l y  have  b e e n  d e s i g n e d  u s i n g  one 
tw o ,  t h r e e ,  e t c .  y e a r s  i n  p r i s o n ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  
m u l t i p l e s  o f  f i v e  w h ich  w ere  u s e d  i n  t h i s  s t u d y .  
Numbers a l s o  s h o u l d  be e l i m i n a t e d  b e f o r e  t h e  
c h o i c e s  s i n c e  t h e r e  i s  e v i d e n c e  to  s u g g e s t  t h a t  
p e o p l e  show a p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  c e r t a i n  num bers  o v e r  
o t h e r s ,  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  c o n t e n t  (B e rg  and R a p a p o r t  
1 9 5 4 ) ,  a n d  (R oss  a n d  K o h l ,  1 9 4 8 ) .
The g ro u p  s t a n d a r d  was n o t  c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  e x ­
a m i n e r .  R e p e a t i n g  t h e  s t u d y  w i t h  t h e  u s e  o f  c o n ­
f e d e r a t e s  w o u ld  n o t  o n l y  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  amount  o f  
o p p o s i t i o n  o p i n i o n  was t h e  same f o r  a l l  g r o u p s  b u t  
a l s o  t h a t  t h e r e  was c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s t a n c e  b e tw e e n  
i n d i v i d u a l  o p i n i o n s  and  t h e  g roup  s t a n d a r d  w h ic h  
was n o t  a lw a y s  t h e  c a s e  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y .  I n  
Group I ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  t h e  amount o f  o p p o s i t i o n  
o p i n i o n  was o n ly  on e  s c a l e  p o i n t ’s d i f f e r e n t  f ro m  
t h e  Ss o p i n i o n .  Inasm uch  a s  t h e  p s y c h o p a t h  i s  so 
d e f i n e d  by h i s  d e v i a t i o n  f rom  n o r m a l l y  e x p e c t e d  
s t a n d a r d s ,  c o m p a r in g  him w i t h  o t h e r  p s y c h o p a t h i c  
p e r s o n s  may r e d u c e  h i s  a p p a r e n t  d e v i a t i o n .  I n  t h i  
i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  e f f e c t  c o u ld  b e  t o  m i l i t a t e  a g a i n s t  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  b a s e d  upon c o m p a r i s o n  o f  d e g r e e s  o f  
d e v i a t i o n .
Of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  was t h e  f i n d i n g  t h a t  p s y c h o ­
p a t h i c  s u b j e c t s  became more s e v e r e  a f t e r  g ro u p  d i s c u s s i o n  
w h i l e  n o n - p s y c h o p a t h i c  s u b j e c t s  became m ore  l e n i e n t  i n  Group 
I  and  IV.  The _t o f  2 . 1 3  was s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  t h e  . 0 5  l e v e l .  
A ssum ing  t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t s  o b t a i n e d  f o r  G rou p s  I  a n d  IV a r e  
v a l i d ,  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  a r e  t h a t  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  a g ro u p  
f o r  n o n - p s y c h o p a t h i c  s u b j e c t s  seem t o  w eaken  t h e  s u p e r e g o  
w h i l e  i t s  e f f e c t  upon t h e  p s y c h o p a t h  i s  t o  make him more 
s e v e r e  o r  a t  l e a s t  l e s s  t o l e r a n t  o f  o t h e r s ’ a n t i s o c i a l  b e ­
h a v i o r .  The c r u c i a l  i s s u e ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  
w h e t h e r  t h e  p s y c h o p a t h  i d e n t i f i e s  w i t h  t h e  d e f e n d a n t  o r  i s  
m e r e l y  p r o j e c t i n g  more  h o s t i l i t y  o n t o  t h e  d e f e n d a n t .  I n  
t h e  f o r m e r  c a s e  we w o u ld  e x p e c t  b e n e f i c i a l  r e s u l t s  f rom 
g r o u p  p s y c h o t h e r a p y  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  i n s t a n c e  t h e  g ro u p  w o u ld  
o n l y  s e r v e  a s  a v e h i c l e  f o r  t h e  p s y c h o p a t h  t o  e n a b l e  him 
t o  p r o j e c t  more  h o s t i l i t y  o n t o  o t h e r s  t h a n  he  a l r e a d y  d o e s  
w i t h o u t  h i m s e l f  b e n e f i t t i n g  f ro m  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e .  C e r t a i n l y  
t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  s t u d y  seem s t o  w a r r a n t  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i ­
g a t i o n  .
CHAPTER V
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
In  an  a t t e m p t  t o  s t u d y  a t t i t u d e s ,  a t t i t u d e  c h an g e  and 
t h e  c o n f o r m i t y  b e h a v i o r  o f  p s y c h o p a t h i c  v s .  n o n - p s y c h o p a t h i c  
s u b j e c t s  a mock c o u r t r o o m  e x p e r i m e n t a l  s i t u a t i o n  v*as d e v i s e d  
which  p r o v i d e d  f o r  m e a s u r e s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  and  group  d e c i s i o n  
b e f o r e  and  a f t e r  g roup  d i s c u s s i o n .  S u b j e c t s  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  
w ere  60 p r i s o n e r s  a t  A n g o la  S t a t e  P e n i t e n t i a r y ,  a s s i g n e d  to  
t h e  E x p e r i m e n t a l  Group b a s e d  upon c a s e  h i s t o r y ,  p s y c h i a t r i c  
d i a g n o s i s  and s c o r e s  on t h e  Pd S c a l e  o f  t h e  MMPI o f  80 o r  
a b o v e , a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  C o n t r o l  Group w i t h  s c o r e s  on t h e  Pd 
S c a l e  o f  70 o r  b e lo w .  The t r i a l  e n a c t e d  was a c a s e  o f  
e u t h a n a s i a .  P r i s o n e r s ,  I n  g r o u p s  o f  10 e a c h ,  s e r v e d  a s  j u r y  
m em bers ,  v o t e d  on t h e  s e n t e n c e  which  had  b e e n  p r e v i o u s l y  
j u d g e d  and  r a n k e d  i n  t e r m s  o f  s e v e r i t y ,  h e l d  g roup  d i s c u s ­
s i o n ,  t h e n  v o t e d  a g a i n .
T he  r e s u l t s  showed t h a t  p s y c h o p a t h i c  s u b j e c t s  so  d i a g ­
n o s e d  when m ak ing  j u d g m e n t s  i n  a s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  a b o u t  
a n t i s o c i a l  a c t s  do n o t  d i f f e r  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n  t h e s e  j u d g ­
m en ts  f rom  n o n - p s y c h o p a t h i c  p r i s o n e r s .  The p s y c h o p a t h i c  
s u b j e c t s  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  a l s o  w e re  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more  
l e n i e n t  i n  t h e i r  j u d g m e n ts  t h a n  n o n - p s y c h o p a t h i c  s u b j e c t s ,
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a l t h o u g h  b a s e d  upon t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  b e tw e e n  t h e i r  s c o r e s  on  
t h e  MMPI and  t h e i r  s e n t e n c e s  t h e r e  i s  a t r e n d  i n  t h i s  d i ­
r e c t i o n ,  i . e . ,  t h e  h i g h e r  t h e  Pd s c o r e ,  t h e  more l e n i e n t  
t h e  s e n t e n c e .  T h e r e  was a l s o  fo u n d  t o  be  no s i g n i f i c a n t  
d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  t h e  tivo g ro u p s  a f t e r  g ro u p  d i s c u s s i o n .
I n  b o t h  g ro u p s  t h e r e  was a t e n d e n c y  t o  r e t a i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  
v o t e s  d e s p i t e  g ro u p  p r e s s u r e  and n o t  t o  c h a n g e  i n  a d i r e c t i o n  
t o w a r d  t h e  group  d e c i s i o n .  However ,  t h o s e  i n  t h e  E x p e r im e n ­
t a l  Group who d i d  c h an g e  w ere  as  l i k e l y  t o  change  i n  a 
d i r e c t i o n  away f rom t h e  g ro u p  d e c i s i o n  a s  t o w a r d s  i t  w h i l e  
t h o s e  i n  t h e  C o n t r o l  Group who c h a n g e d  d i d  so  'w i th o u t  e x ­
c e p t i o n  in  a d i r e c t i o n  to w a r d s  t h e  g ro up  d e c i s i o n .
B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  t r e n d  t o w a rd  v e r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  h y ­
p o t h e s e s  i t  was f e l t  t h a t  t h e  c r i t e r i o n  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  
t h e  two g r o u p s ,  d e p e n d e n t  so l a r g e l y  upon t h e  Pd S c o r e s  o f  
t h e  MMPI, was n o t  e x t r e m e  enough t o  meet  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  The 
c r i t e r i o n  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  E x p e r i m e n t a l  Group was a 
s c o r e  o f  80 o r  above  a s  recommended by H a th aw a y .  Fo r  i n ­
c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  C o n t r o l  Group a c u t o f f  p o i n t  o f  70 o r  be low7 
was u s e d .  T h u s ,  on many o f  t h e  s r i b j e c t s  t h e r e  was a s c a n t  
t e n  p o i n t  d i f f e r e n c e  on t h e i r  MMPI s c o r e s  which  r e l i e s  p e r ­
h a p s  t o o  h e a v i l y  upon  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  MMPI a s  a c r i t e r ­
i o n .  O t h e r  f a c t o r s  which  were  m e n t i o n e d  a s  h a v i n g  p o s s i b l y  
c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  w ere :
( 1 )  Time i n  p r i s o n  was n o t  c o n t r o l l e d .
( 2 )  Range o f  s c o r e s  was l i m i t e d ,  d e c r e a s i n g  v a r i a b i l i t y .
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( 3 )  The g ro u p  s t a n d a r d  was n o t  c o n t r o l l e d  by  t h e  
e x a m i n e r .
S u g g e s t i o n s  w e r e  made f o r  c o r r e c t i n g  t h e s e  w e a k n e s s e s  
i n  any  f u r t h e r  s t u d i e s  i n  t h i s  a r e a .
I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  e s s e n t i a l l y  n e g a t i v e  r e s u l t s  
o f  t h i s  s t u d y  t h e r e  w e r e  some i n t e r e s t i n g  t r e n d s ,  s u c h  a s  
t h e  f i n d i n g  t h a t  p s y c h o p a t h i c  s u b j e c t s  a p p a r e n t l y  become 
more  s e v e r e  a f t e r  g ro u p  d i s c u s s i o n ,  w h i l e  n o n - p s y c h o p a t h i c  
s u b j e c t s  become more  l e n i e n t  i n  t h e i r  j u d g m e n t s  o f  o t h e r s *  
a n t i s o c i a l  a c t s .  T h i s  was d i s c u s s e d  i n  t e r m s  o f  i t s  i m p l i ­
c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  v a l u e  o f  g ro u p  p s y c h o t h e r a p y  i n  t r e a t m e n t  o f  
t h e  p s y c h o p a t h .  b h i l e  t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  show s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f ­
f e r e n c e s  b e tw e e n  t h e  two g r o u p s  i s  d i s h e a r t e n i n g ,  t h e  m ethod  
seems t o  h a v e  a c h i e v e d  i t s  g o a l  o f  i n d u c i n g  t h e  i n a c c e s s i b l e  
p s y c h o p a t h i c  s u b j e c t s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e , i f  t h e  e n t h u s i a s t i c  
t a p e  r e c o r d e d  g ro u p  d i s c u s s i o n s  a r e  any  i n d i c a t i o n .  I n  one  
s u c h  g ro u p  a p s y c h o p a t h i c  s u b j e c t  a c t u a l l y  r e t a i n e d  h i s  
o p i n i o n  d e s p i t e  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n ,  and  c o n s i d e r a b l e  g ro u p  p r e s ­
s u r e  f ro m  n i n e  o t h e r  members o f  t h e  g r o u p .
F u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h  u t i l i z i n g  t h i s  m ethod  m ig h t  s h e d  some 
v a l u a b l e  l i g h t  on t h e  a n t i s o c i a l ,  b e h a v i o r  o f  t h o s e  i n d i v i d ­
u a l s  who, s i n c e  K r a e p e l i n  h a v e  b e e n  r e l e g a t e d  t o  t h e  " w a s t e ­
b a s k e t  c a t e g o r y "  and  t o w a r d s  any  g ro w in g  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  
whom t h i s  s t u d y  seem s  o n l y  t o  p r o v i d e  a. c h a l l e n g e  i n  t h e  form 
o f  p r o v o c a t i v e  h i n t s  and  s t i m u l a t i n g  q u e s t i o n s .
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Ca.se o f  t h e S t a t e V e r s u s  R o b e r t s
E x a m in e r :  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h e  d e f e n d a n t ' s  w i f e
h e  was a r r e s t e d  on  a c h a r g e  o f  m u r d e r i n g  h e r .  A c o m p l a i n t  
xvas made i n  due f o r m ,  on J u n e  1 4 ,  1 9 4 8 ,  a w a r r a n t  i s s u e d  
t h e r e o n ,  a n d  t h e  d e f e n d a n t  was a p p r e h a n d e d  and  b r o u g h t  b e f o r e  
t h e  j u s t i c e  on J u n e  2 5 t h t w h e re  h e  w a i v e d  a p r e l i m i n a r y  e x a m i ­
n a t i o n .  S u b s e q u e n t l y ,  on J u l y  1 2 t h ,  h e  was t a k e n  b e f o r e  t h e  
c i r c u i t  c o u r t ,  i n  p u r s u a n c e  o f  h i s  own r e q u e s t ,  and  a r r a i g n e d .  
A f t e r  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t^as r e a d  t o  h im ,  h e  was i n t e r r o g a t e d  by  
t h e  c o u r t  a s  to  w h e t h e r  h e  u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  c h a r g e  and  w h e t h e r  
h e  u n d e r s t o o d  i t  t o  b e  m u r d e r .  He r e p l i e d  t h a t  h e  d i d .  He 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h e  ’would l i k e  t o  h a v e  c o u n s e l ,  w h e re u p o n  t h e  
c o u r t  a p p o i n t e d  Mr.  D u s e n b e r r y ,  a t  h i s  r e q u e s t .  The f o l l o w ­
i n g  i s  an e n a c t m e n t  o f  t h e  d e f e n d a n t  a n d  h i s  c o u n s e l  i n  c o u r t .
J u d g e :  The c o u r t  w i l l  p l e a s e  come t o  o r d e r .  (Nods to
Mr, M c C l i n t o c k ,  c o u n s e l  f o r  t h e  p r o s e c u t i o n  t o  p r o c e e d )
Mr. M c C l in t o c k :  G e n t le m e n  o f  t h e  j u r y ,  t h e  s t a t e  w i l l
a t t e m p t  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  t h e  d e f e n d a n t  F r a n k  R o b e r t s  i s  g u i l t y  
o f  m u r d e r .  You m u s t  remember t h a t  t h e  man a c c u s e d  i s  n o t  
bound  t o  p r o v e  h i s  i n n o c e n c e  . . . i t  i s  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  o f  
t h e  s t a t e ,  my o b l i g a t i o n  . , . t o o ,  t o  p r o v e  h i s  g u i l t .
Mr.  D u s e n b e r r y ;  Your h o n o r , w o u ld  you i n s t r u c t  t h e  
j u r y  t h a t  what  t h e  c o u n s e l o r  j t i s t  s a i d  i s  a m a t t e r  o f  l a w .
I t  h a s  n o t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  h i s  own p a r t i c u l a r  m a g n a n i m i t y .
Mr. M c C l in t o c k :  ( c o u r t e o u s l y )  C e r t a i n l y ,  i t  i s  a
m a t t e r  o f  l a w .  I n  many r e s p e c t s  t h i s  i s  b o t h  an u n u s u a l  
c a s e  a n d  a v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  o n e .  The d e f e n d a n t  i s  a c c u s e d  
o f  m u r d e r .  The f a c t  t h a t  h e  i s  so c h a r g e d  i s  t h e  r e a s o n  he  
i s  h e r e ,  b u t  i t  d o e s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  mean t h a t  he  c o m m i t t e d  
a  m u r d e r .  The s t a t e  o f  K e n t u c k y  w i l l  a t t e m p t  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  
h e  d i d  k i l l  h i s  w i f e ,  K a th y  R o b e r t s  . , . who was an i n v a l i d .  
We w i l l  a t t e m p t  t o  p r o v e  t h e  a c c u s e d  h a d  a m o t i v e  and  t h e  o p -  
p o r t u n i t y . U n d o u b t e d ly  e a c h  o f  you h a s  h e a r d  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  
. . . “ m ercy  k i l l i n g . fl T h e r e  a r e  t h o s e  who w o u ld  h a v e  you 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  i s  c o m p l e t e l y  j u s t i f i a b l e  t o  commit m u rd e r  
. . . a s  l o n g  a s  i f  i s  d o n e  i n  t h e  name o f  m e r c y .  A r o s e  . .4—• iiwywuii --nfnt
g e n t l e m e n  . . . b y  any  o t h e r  name i r o u ld  s m e l l  a s  s w e e t .
A re  we t h e n  to  a d v o c a t e  p u t t i n g  a l l  t h e  w o r l d ' s  s u f f e r e r s  
o u t  o f  t h e i r  m i s e r v  . . . i n  t h e  name o f  m e rc y ?  Such a
*  w f t i n a w! m h m /W
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r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  i s  a g a i n s t  a l l  C h r i s t i a n  p r i n c i p l e s ; ,  a g a i n s t  
e v e r y  m o r a l  c o d e  by w h ic h  we l i v e  and  . . . i n c i d e n t a l l y *  
a g a i n s t  t h e  l a w .  Such a, r e c o m m e n d a t io n  m u s t  s u r e l y  f i l l  
e v e r y  d e c e n t  l a w - a b i d i n g  c i t i z e n  w ith  h o r r o r .
Mr.  D u s e n b e r r y :  O b j e c t i o n .  T h i s  i s  a m a t t e r  o f  a r g u ­
ment a n d  i s  t h e o r e t i c a l  t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  i t  c an  n e i t h e r  be  
p r o v e d  o r  d i s p r o v e d .
Mr.  M c C l i n t o c k :  I f  i t  p l e a s e ,  y o u r  h o n o r*  I  f e e l  t h i s
m a t t e r  o f  m e r c y  k i l l i n g  i s  o f  t h e  u t m o s t  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  
j u r y  and  m ust  b e  c o m p l e t e l y  u n d e r s t o o d .  I ’m s u r e  t h e  
c o u n s e l o r  i s  p l a n n i n g  t o  r e f e r  t o  i t  h i m s e l f .
J u d g e :  G en t lem en*  i n  m a t t e r s  o f  e v i d e n c e  I  w i l l  i n ­
s t r u c t  t h e  j u r y  m y s e l f .
M r.  M c C l in t o c k :  You w i l l  b e  a s k e d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e
d e f e n d a n t  was j u s t i f i e d  i n  k i l l i n g  h i s  w i f e  s i n c e  h e r  c a s e  
was h o p e l e s s  . . . i n c u r a b l e .  When t h e s e  a r g u m e n t s  a r e  i n ­
t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h i s  c a s e *  p l e a s e  a s k  y o u r s e l v e s  how i t  i s  
w i t h i n  t h e  r e a l m  o f  human k n o w le d g e  t o  know t h a t  a  c a s e  i s  
r e a l l y  h o p e l e s s  o r  i n c u r a b l e .  Tomorrow, n e x t  w e e k ,  a  y e a r  
f ro m  now, t h e  c u r e  may come. G e n t l e m e n ,  i n  s h o r t ,  you  w i l l  
be  a s k e d  t o  co n d o n e  w h o l e s a l e  s l a u g h t e r  s h o u l d  you v o t e  t o  
a c q u i t  t h e  d e f e n d a n t .  As f o r  t h e  argum ent t h a t  K a th y  
R o b e r t s  w a n t e d  t o  d i e  . . . g e n t l e m e n  . . .  i n  a c i v i l i z e d  
s o c i e t y  we do n o t  k i l l  e v e r y o n e  who w a n t s  t o  d i e  . . . v?e 
p r o t e c t  s u c h  p e o p l e  a g a i n s t  t h e m s e l v e s .  Now, w i t h  t h e s e  
p o i n t s  i n  m in d ,  l e t  u s  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  n i g h t  o f  May 23 rd *
1 9 4 8 .  I t  i s  t h e  c o n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  on t h a t  d a t e  
s o m e t im e  p r e c e d i n g  m i d n i g h t  * t h e  d e f e n d a n t  k i l l e d  h i s  w i f e *  
K a th y  R o b e r t s .  K a th y  R o b e r t s  was an  i n v a l i d .  E v i d e n c e  w i l l  
b e  I n t r o d u c e d  t o  show t h a t  t h e  d e f e n d a n t  m ix e d  a q u a n t i t y  o f  
P a r i s  G re e n  i n  a cup* t h a t  he  p l a c e d  t h i s  cup a t  t h e  b e d s i d e  
o f  h i s  w i f e *  w i t h  f u l l  k n o w le d g e  t h a t  s h e  i n t e n d e d  d r i n k i n g  
f rom  i t ,  a n d  t h a t  s h e  d i d ,  i n d e e d ,  d r i n k  f ro m  t h i s  c u p ,  
t h e r e b y  c a u s i n g  h e r  d e a t h .  T h i s  e v i d e n c e  w i l l  b e  p r e s e n t e d  
t o  y o u .  You w i l l  a p p r a i s e  i t ,  w e ig h  i t *  c o n s i d e r  i t .  A f t e r  
you h a v e  s e e n  t h e  e v i d e n c e  w i t h  your own e y e s ,  i f  you b e l i e v e  
b e y o n d  any  r e a s o n a b l e  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  a c c u s e d  i s  g u i l t y  . , . 
i t  i s  t h e n  y o u r  d u t y , y o u r  o b l i g a t i o n  . . .  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h i s  
c o u r t  y o u r  v e r d i c t  a t t e s t i n g  i t .  T hank  y o u .
Mr, O u s e n b e r r y :  U s u a l l y  t h i s  i s  t h e  t i m e  when t h e  d e ­
f e n s e  s t a t e s  what i t  h o p e s  t o  p r o v e  . . . e v en  w h i l e  I  a g a i n  
r e m i n d  you t h a t  n e i t h e r  t h e  i n d i c t m e n t  o f  t h e  d e f e n d a n t  n o r  
t h e  p r o s e c u t o r ’ s s t a t e m e n t  a r e  p r o o f .  You a r e  g o i n g  t o  be 
p r e s e n t e d  w it h  e v i d e n c e  which w i l l  a t t e m p t  t o  p r o v e  b e y o n d  
a r e a s o n a b l e  d o u b t  t h a t  F r a n k  R o b e r t s  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e
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d e a t h  o f  h i s  w i f e ,  K a t h y  R o b e r t s .  You w i l l  m o te  t h a t  I  
u s e  t h e  w o r d s  ,8r e s p o n s i f a l e  f o r  t h e  d e a t h  o f ” r a t h e r  t h a n  
m u r d e r .  I do s o  a d v i s e d l y  s i n c e  e v en  i f  t h e  p r o s e c u t i o n  
p r o v e s  t h a t  F r a n k  R o b e r t s  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  
h i s  w i f e ,  e x te m s& tin g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  may s t i l l  make t h e  c r i m e  
. . . i f  t h e r e  i s  o n e  . . .  c o m m i t t e d ' b y  F r a n k  R o b e r t s  c o n ­
s i d e r a b l y  l e s s  t h a n  m u r d e r .  t o d ,  g e n t l e m e n ,  t h e r e  a r e  e x -  
t e n « a t i n g  c ir c u m s t a n c e s  i n  t h i s  c a s e .  T h e  d e f e n s e  w i l l  
a d m i t  t h a t  F r a n k  R o b e r t s  i s  g u i l t y  o f  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
f o r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  K a t h y  R o b e r t s .  I t  d o e s  n o t  a d m i t  t h a t  
F r a n k  R o b e r t s  i s  g u i l t y  o f  m u r d e r .  The d e f e n s e  w i l l  a t t e m p t  
t o  p r o v e  t h a t  on  t h e  n i g h t  o f  May 2 3 r d ,  .1948 F r a n k  R o b e r t s  
a d m i n i s t e r e d  a l e t h a l  d o s e  o f  P a r i s  G re e n  t o  h i s  w i f e ,  K a t h y  
R o b e r t s ,  t h a t  h e  d i d  s o  a t  h e r  r e q u e s t , t h a t  s h e  h a d  d e s i r e d  
t o  commit“ suTcTcIe~Tor t h e  p a s t  y e a r .  I t  i s  t h e  c o n t e n t i o n  
o f  t h e  d e f e n s e  t h a t  s u i c i d e  i s  no  c r i m e  and. t h a t  t h e r e f o r e  
o n e  who p r o v i d e s  t h e  m eans  w h e r e b y  o n e  c o m m i ts  s u i c i d e  i s  
g u i l t y  o f  no  c r i m e .  The r e a l  i s s u e  i n  t h i s  c a s e  i s  a  m o r a l  
o n e .  My r e s p e c t e d  c o l l e a g u e ,  Mr.  M c C l i n t o c k ,  h a s  m e n t i o n e d  
“ m e r c y  k i l l i n g . ”  P e r h a p s  k i l l i n g  i s  n o t  e v e r  j u s t i f i e d ,  n o t  
e v e n  t a k i n g  o n e ’ s  oum l i f e ,  b u t  we a r e  n o t  h e r e  t o d a y  t o  
s e t t l e  a  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  a r g u m e n t .  We a r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a  
human l i f e  a n d  f a t e .  4 s  we a t t e m p t  t o  show  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  
e n d u r e d  b y  t h e  l a t e  K a th y  R o b e r t s  and by  h e r  husband  who 
w a t c h e d  h e r  s u f f e r  h e l p l e s s l y  i n  t h e  t h r o e s  o f  an  i n c u r a b l e  
d i s e a s e  . . .
Mr.  M c C l i n t o c k ?  O b j e c t i o n .  T h a t  i s  a  c o n c l u s i o n .
J u d g e s  O b j e c t i o n  s u s t a i n e d .  The j u r y  w i l l  o v e r l o o k  
t h e  w o rd  ’ i n c u r a b l e *  a s  a p p l i e d  t o  K a t h y  R o b e r t s *  c o n d i t i o n .
Mr.  D u sen b erry :  As  h i s  w i f e  b e g g e d  h im  t o  k i l l  h e r .
G e n t l e m e n ,  p u t  y o u r s e l v e s  i n  h i s  p l a c e .  Ask y o u r s e l v e s  i f  
you  c o u l d  r e s i s t  t h e  p l e a s  o f  a  l o v e d  p e r s o n  u n d e r  su c h  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  T h e r e  i s  v e r y  l i t t l e  m ore  I  w a n t  t o  a d d  now, 
e x c e p t  t o  r e m i n d  y o u  t h a t  my c l i e n t  h a s  p l e a d e d  g u i l t y .  He 
i s  a t  t h e  m e r c y  o f  t h e  c o u r t  t o  d e c i d e .  I  a s k  o f  y o u ,  b e g  
o f  you  t o  k e e p  y o u r  s e n s e  o f  a p p r a i s e m e n t ,  m a i n t a i n  y o u r  
f e e l i n g s  o f  s k e p t i c i s m  a n d  k e e p  y o u r  m in d s  o p e n  u n t i l  b o t h  
s i d e s  h a v e  b e e n  h e a r d .
M. M c C l i n t o c k :  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  c a l l  D r .  L a m b e r t  a s  t h e
f i r s t  w i t n e s s  f o r  t h e  p r o s e c u t i o n .
C l e r k :  R a i s e  y o u r  r i g h t  h a n d .  Do you  s o l e m n l y  s w e a r  
t o  t e l l  t h e  t r u t h ,  t h e  w h o l e  t r u t h ,  a n d  n o t h i n g  b u t  t h e  
t r u t h ,  so  h e l p  y o u  God?
D r .  L a m b e r t :  I  d o .
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C l e r k :  T he  w i t n e s s  w i l l  now t a k e  t h e  s t a n d .
Mr.  M c C l in t o c k :  Would you p l e a s e  t e l l  t h e  c o u r t  y o u r
name a n d  o c c u p a t i o n ?
D r .  L a m b e r t ;  I  am Owen Lamberts,  c o r o n e r  o f  I s a b e l l a  
C o u n t y ,  K e n t u c k y .
M r.  M c C l in t o c k :  You p r e s i d e d  o v e r  t h e  I n q u e s t  upon
t h e  b o d y  o f  K a th y  R o b e r t s ?
D r .  L a m b e r t :  I  p r e s i d e d  a t  t h e  i n q u e s t  upon  t h e  body
o f  K a t h y  R o b e r t s .  The body  o v e r  w h ic h  I  h e l d  t h e  I n q u e s t  
was h e r  b o d y .  I  knew h e r  a s  t h e  w i f e  o f  F r a n k  R o b e r t s .  I  
was t h e  su rgeon .  \dx> o p e n e d  up t h e  b o d y ,  a n d  I  e x a m in e d  h e r  
s t o m a c h ,  and  h e r  i n t e s t i n a l  o r g a n s .
M r.  M c C l in t o c k :  I n  what  c o n d i t i o n  "was t h e  s t o m a c h ,  a s
you f o u n d  i t ?
D r .  L a m b e r t :  The s to m ac h  was g r e a t l y  d i l a t e d  w i t h  g a s
and p a r t l y  w i t h  f l u i d  i n  t h e  amount  o f  8 o u n c e s ,  o t h e r w i s e  
i t  was  i n  a g o od  s t a t e  o f  p r e s e r v a t i o n .
Mr.  M c C l in t o c k ;  D id  t h e r e  seem t o  b e  any  o t h e r  s u b ­
s t a n c e  i n  i t  when you t o o k  i t  o u t  o f  t h e  body?
D r .  L a m b e r t ;  T h e r e  was a g r e e n i s h  s u b s t a n c e  i n  t h e  
s to m a c h  a nd  some in. t h e  e s o p h a g u s .
Mr.  M c C l in t o c k :  What d i d  you do w i t h  t h e  s t o m a c h ?
D r .  L a m b e r t :  I  t i e d  i t  a t  b o t h  e n d s ,  b e f o r e  r e m o v i n g
i t ,  so  a s  n o t  t o  s p i l l  t h e  c o n t e n t s ,  p l a c e d  i t  i n  a  g l a s s
c o n t a i n e r ,  a n d  p e r s o n a l l y  t o o k  i t ,  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  o r g a n s ,  
t o  t h e  s t a t e  b o a r d  o f  h e a l t h  a t  L a n s i n g .
M r.  M c C l in t o c k :  Have you h a d  a n y  r e t u r n  f rom  t h e
a n a l y s i s  o f  t h a t  s t o m a c h ,  a s  made t h e r e ?
D r .  L a m b e r t :  I  h a v e .
Mr. M c C l in t o c k :  What d i d  t h a t  show?
D r .  L a m b e r t :  The s to m a c h  shoxved on. a n a l y s i s  a t  L a n s i n g
84 h u n d r e d t h s  o f  an o u n c e  o f  P a r i s  G r e e n .
Mr. M c C l in t o c k :  At t h e  t i m e  you  h e l d  t h e  p o s t  m o r te m ,
d i d  y o u  ex am in e  t h e  o t h e r  o r g a n s  i n  t h e  b o d y ,  i . e . ,  t h e  
h e a r t  a nd  l u n g s  and t h i n g s  o f  t h a t  s o r t ?
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D r.  L a m b e r t ;  I  d i d .
Mr. M c C l in to c k ;  D id  you f i n d  any t r a c e  o f  any  o r g a n i c  ' 
t r o u b l e  i n s i d e  t h e r e ,  o t h e r  t h a n  i n  t h e  s tom ac h?
D r .  L a m b e r t ;  I  d i d  n o t .
Mr.  M c C l in to c k :  From t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  b o d y ,  as
you fo u n d  i t ,  and  t h e  amount o f  P a r i s  G re en  so fo u n d  i n  t h e  
s to m a c h ,  w o u ld  you s a y  a s  t o  wha t  was t h e  c a u s e  o f  d e a t h ?
Dr.  L am b er t :  A c e t o - a r s e n i c a l  p o i s o n i n g .
Mr. M c C l in to c k :  A c e t o - a r s e n i c a l  p o i s o n i n g .
Dr. L a m b e r t ;  T h a t * s  c o r r e c t .
Mr. M c C l in to c k ;  I  o f f e r  E x h i b i t  A i n  e v i d e n c e .  ( J a r
c o n t a i n i n g  s to m a c h )  Thank  y o u ,  Dr.  L a m b e r t .  T h a t  w i l l  be
a l l .  Mr. D u s e n b e r r y  do you w i s h  to  exam in e?
Mr. D u s e n b e r r y :  Y e s .  D o c t o r ,  d i d  you i d e n t i f y  t h e
body  a s  t h a t  o f  K a thy  R o b e r t s  w i f e  o f  J o h n  R o b e r t s ?
Dr .  L a m b e r t ;  I  d i d .
Mr. 'D usenberry :  You i d e n t i f i e d  i t  a s  b e i n g  t h e  w i f e
o f  t h e  d e f e n d a n t  h e r e ?
Dr .  L a m b e r t :  Y e s ,  s i r .
Mr.  D u s e n b e r r y :  D o c t o r ,  d i d  you t a l k  w i t h  t h e  d e f e n d -
a n t  a b o u t  t h i s  m a t t e s ?
Dr.  L a m b e r t :  No,  I h a v e  n o t .  T h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t im e
I  h a v e  s e e n  him s i n c e  h e r  d e a t h .
Mr. D u s e n b e r r v ;  D id  you e v e r  t r e a t  him?* <i
Dr.  L a m b e r t :  1 t r e a t e d  Mr. R o b e r t s *  w i f e .  I s e n t  h e r
t o  Ann A r b o r .
Mr.  D u s e n b e r r y :  You h ad  r e f e r e n c e  t o  a t i m e  you h ad
s e n t  M rs .  R o b e r t s  a s  a p a t i e n t ?
Dr.  L a m b e r t ;  Y e s ,  s i r .
Mr.  D u s e n b e r r y ;  Mien was t h a t ,  D o c t o r ?
Dr.  L a m b e r t ;  I  c o u l d  n o t  s a y  j u s t  when . . . a b o u t  3 
o r  4 m o n th s  b e f o r e  h e r  d e a t h .  I  saw h e r  a t  h e r  home w h e r e  
t h e y  l i v e d .  She  was a b e d  p a t i e n t  o r  p r a c t i c a l l y  so a t  
t h a t  t i m e .  She  was i n  b e d ,  a n d  I  b e l i e v e  s h e  s a i d  s h e  was 
u n a b l e  t o  do any  k i n d  o f  w o rk ,  W h e th e r  s h e  c o u l d  g e t  up 
a n d  a r o u n d  or  n o t  I d o n ' t  know.
Mr, M c C l in t o c k ;  O b j e c t i o n .  Your h o n o r ,  t h i s  i s  o p i n -
i  on *
Mr. D u s e n b e r r y ;  Your h o n o r ,  I  am m e r e l y  t r y i n g  t o  
c l a r i f y  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  M rs .  R o b e r t s 5 h e a l t h .
J u d g e ;  O b j e c t i o n  s u s ta in e d - .  R e s t a t e  y o u r  q u e s t i o n ,
Mr. D usenberry; I n  w ha t  c o n d i t i o n  was M rs .  R o b e r t s 5 
h e a l t h  a t  t h e  t i m e  you e x am in e d  h e r ?
D r,  L a m b e r t ;  Her  b o dy  was c o n s i d e r a b l y  w a s t e d .  She  
showed e v i d e n c e  o f  a .long-drawn o u t  s i c k n e s s .  She showed 
symptoms o f  a  m u l t i p l e ,  s c l e r o s i s .
Mr. D u s e n b e r r y :  What i s  t h a t ?
D r .  L a m b e r t ;  I t  i s  a  d i s e a s e  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  n e r v o u s  
s y s t e m ,  a f f e c t i n g  b o t h  t h e  b r a i n  and  c o r d .  The c a u s e s  o f  
t h e s e  p a t c h e s  i n  t h e  b r a i n  a n d  c o r d  i s  unknown. T h is  c o n ­
d i t i o n  I  fo u n d  w i t h  t h e  p a t i e n t .  She h a d  th e  outw ard s i g n s  
o f  m u l t i p l e  s c l e r o s i s , t h e  r a p i d  p u l s e ,  h e s i t a t i n g  s i n g s o n g  
s p e e c h ,  and  from t h e s e  s i g n s  yon d i a g n o s e  m u l t i p l e  s c l e r o s i
Mr.  D usenberry; Was s h e  p r a c t i c a l l y  h e l p l e s s ?
D r .  L a m b e r t :  I  s h o u l d  s a y  p r a c t i c a l l y .  J u s t  hot? s p e -
c i f i c a 11y I  cou 1 d  n o t  s a y ,
Mr.  D usenb erry; B a s i n g  your answer u p o n  y o u r  o b s e r ­
v a t i o n  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  d i d  you  c o n s i d e r  h e r  a  h o p e l e s s  
p a t i e n t ;  or d id  you c o n s i d e r  s h e  m ig h t  p o s s i b l y  r e c o v e r ?
Dr. L a m b e r t :  I  c o n s i d e r e d  h e r  c a s e  a s  i n c u r a b l e .
Mr.  D u s e n b e r r y ;  D i d  you a d v i s e  t h a t  s h e  go t o  t h e  
h o s p i t a l ?
Dr .  L a m b e r t :  I d o n 5t  know w h e t h e r  I d i d  o r  n o t ,  o r
w h e t h e r  t h a t  was s u g g e s t e d  by  someone e l s e .  T h a t  m i g h t  hav 
b e e n  s u g g e s t e d  by  someone e l s e .  But  I c o n s e n t e d  t o  s e n d  
h e r .
Mr. Dusenberry: Did you send her to the hospital?
Dr.  L a m b e r t :  I  b e l i e v e  I  made t h e  m o t i o n  t h a t  s h e  be
s e n t  a t  t h e  c o u n t y ' s  e x p e n s e .  I t  a t  l e a s t  h a d  my s a n c t i o n .
D r .  D u s e n b e r r y :  I w an t  t o  h a v e  t h e  r e c o r d  show n ,  i n
j u s t i c e  t o  my c l i e n t .  He s a y s  t h a t  h e  p a i d  t h e  e x p e n s e  to  
t h e  h o s p i t a l  h i m s e l f  a n d  t h a t  i t  w a s n ' t  a t  t h e  c o u n t y ' s  ex ­
p e n se  .
J u d g e :  I  t h i n k  I  s a i d  I w o u ld  a c c e p t  h i s  p l e a ?  I  t h i n k
I w i l l  a c c e p t  h i s  p l e a  anyway.
Mr.  M c C l in t o c k :  I w o u ld  l i k e  t o  c a l l  Mr.  A n d e r s o n  to
t h e  s t a n d .
C l e r k :  R a i s e  y o u r  r i g h t  h a n d .  Do you s o le m n ly  sw ear
t o  t e l l  t h e  t r u t h ,  t h e  w ho le  t r u t h ,  a nd  n o t h i n g  b ut t h e
t r u t h ,  so  h e l p  you God.
Mr.  A n d e r s o n :  I  d o .
Mr. M c C l in t o c k :  S t a t e  y o u r  name a n d  o c c u p a t i o n .
Mr. Anderson: I am C h a r le s  A n d erso n , a  p h a r m a c is t  fo r
t h e  R e x a l l  'D r u g s t o r e  a t  1201 Main S t r e e t ,  P a d u c a h ,  K e n tu c k y ,
Mr.  M cC lin tock; W il l  you p l e a s e  t e l l  t h e  c o u r t  w hat  
h a p p e n e d  on t h e  a f t e r n o o n  o f  May 2 3 r d ,  194S?
M r.  A n d e r s o n ;  I t  was a r a i n y  Monday a f t e r n o o n  a n d  we
d i d n ' t  h a v e  many c u s t o m e r s  w h ic h  i s  how I  come t o  rem ember
Mr. R o b e r t s .
Mr.  M c C l in t o c k :  You mean t h e  d e f e n d a n t  h e r e ?
Mr. A n d e r s o n :  Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  T h a t ' s  h im .  He
came i n t o  t h e  s t o r e  a b o u t  2 : 0 0  and  a s k e d  me f o r  some P a x i s  
G r e e n .  S a i d  h e  was t r o u b l e d  by  r a t s  o u t  a t  t h i s  p l a c e  l a t e ­
l y .
Mr . M c C l in t o c k : So you so I d  him t h e  P a r i ,s G reen ?
M r , A n d e r s o n : Y e s ,  s i r ,  I d i d .
M r . 
Mr.
M c C l in t o c k :
R o b e r t s ?
How l o n g h a v e  you known t h e  c ie fen d -
M r . A n d e r s o n : Oh a b o u t  5 y e a r s  now h e ' s b e e n  deal .  I n '
a t  o u r  d r u g s t o r e .
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Mr. M c C l i n t o c k :  So t h a t  you  a r e  d e f i n i t e l y  s u r e  i t
was Mr. R o b e r t s  who b o u g h t  t h e  P a r i s  G reen  f ro m  you on t h e  
a f t e r n o o n  o f  May 2 3 r d ,  1948?
Mr.  A n d e r s o n :  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I  am s u r e . '  X h a v e  a cop y  o f
t h e  s a l e s  s l i p  f o r  t h e  t r a n s a c t i o n .
Mr. M c C l i n t o c k :  I  s u b m i t  t h e  s a l e s  s l i p  i n  e v i d e n c e .
T h an k  y o u ,  Mr. .A nderson .  T h a t  w i l l  b e  a l l .  Mr.  D u s e n b e r r y ,  
do you w i s h  t o  e x a m in e  t h e  w i t n e s s ?
Mr. D u s e n b e r r y ;  Y e s .  Mr.  A n d e r s o n ,  do you  h a v e  many 
c a l l s  f o r  P a r i s  G r e e n ?
Mr. A n d e r s o n :  W e l l  . . . y e s  . . . n o t  t o o  many, you
u n d e r s t a n d .  B u t  i t  *s n o t  t o o  uncommon f o r  someone  t o  buy  
i t  f o r  r a t  p o i s o n .
Mr. D u s e n b e r r y :  T h an k  y o u .  T h a t  w i l l  be  a l l .
Mr. M c C l i n t o c k :  I  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  c a l l  A lva  Badon t o  t h e  
s t a n d .
C l e r k :  R a i s e  y o u r  r i g h t  h a n d .  Do you s o l e m n l y  s w e a r
t o  t e l l  t h e  t r u t h ,  t h e  w h o le  t r u t h ,  and  n o t h i n g  b u t  t h e
t r u t h ,  so  h e l p  you God?
M rs .  Badon: X d o .
Mr.  M c C l in t o c k :  P l e a s e  s t a t e  y o u r  name a.ncl o c c u p a t i o n .
M rs .  Badon:  I  am M rs .  A lv a  B adon .  I  am em ployed  a s  a
h o u s e k e e p e r .  I  was  e m p lo y e d  b y  M rs .  R o b e r t s ,  t o  l o o k  a f t e r  
t h i n g s  w h i l e  s h e  was  s i c k .
Mr.  M c C l i n t o c k :  You w e r e  e m p lo y e d  by M r s . R o b e r t s ?
M rs .  Badon:  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I  w a s .
Mr.  M c C l i n t o c k :  P l e a s e  t e l l  t h e  c o u r t  i n  y o u r  own
w o rd s  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  on t h e  a f t e r n o o n  o f  May 2 3 r d ,  1 9 4 8 .
M rs .  Badon:  I  was  j u s t  f i n i s h i n '  t h e  c l e a n i n '  when
Mr.  R o b e r t s  came i n  f ro m  t h e  d r u g s t o r e .  He h a d  a p a c k a g e  
w i t h  h im .  He o p e n e d  i t  i n  t h e  k i t c h e n .  I t  was  some s o r t  
o f  g r e e n i s h  s t u f f ,  a  p o w d e r .  He s a i d  i t  \>?as f o r  t h e  r a t s .
As l o n g  a s  I  b e e n  w o r k i n ' t h e r e ,  X a i n ' t  n e v e r  seen, no r a t s
i n  t h a t  h o u s e .  I t  seem ed  s o r t a  s u s p i c i o u s  t o  me.
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Mr. Dusenberry: Objection. That is an opinion.
Ju d g e :  S u s t a i n e d .  The w i t n e s s  vd . l l  p l e a s e  c o n f i n e
h e r s e l f  t o  t h e  f a c t s .
Mr. M c C l in t o c k :  What h a p p e n e d  n e x t ,  M rs .  Badon?
M rs .  Badon: W e l l ,  s i r ,  b e f o r e  I  l e f t  I  went t o  M rs .
R o b e r t s *  room t o  s e e  i f  s h e  w a n ted  a n y t h i n g .  I  n o t i c e d  
t h e r e  was a  cup on  h e r  b e d s i d e  t a b l e  w i th  some g r e e n  s t u f f  
i n  i t .  I  d i d n ' t  c o n n e c t  t h e  two t h i n g s  up t h e n ,  j u s t  
t h o u g h t  i t  was some o f  h e r  m e d i c i n e .  But when a l l  t h i s  come 
o u t  a b o u t  h e r  b e i n '  m u r d e r e d  by Mr.  R o b e r t s  . . .
Mr. D u s e n b e r r y :  O b j e c t i o n ]
J u d g e :  S u s t a i n e d .  The  w i t n e s s  w i l l  c o n f i n e  h e r s e l f
t o  t h e  f a c t s .
M rs .  Badon: W ell  . . . ; Anyway, I t h o u g h t  i t  was my
d u t y  t o  t e l l  somebody a b o u t  i t .
Mr. M c C l in t o c k :  You w ere  q u i t e  r i g h t ,  Mrs .  B ad on .  Was
t h e r e  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e  you w i s h e d  t o  t e l l  t h e  c o u r t ?
M rs .  Badon: Y es ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  w a s . The day b e f o r e  a l l
t h i s  h a p p e n e d ,  on t h e  2 2 n d ,  Mrs. R o b e r t s  h a d  been  f e e l i n '  
p o o r l y  and  I  a s k e d  Mr. R o b e r t s  how s h e  w as ,  p o o r  t h i n g ,  Mr. 
R o b e r t s  s a i d ,  "T he  way sh e  i s  s h e ' d  be  b e t t e r  o f f  d e a d . ” 
Them was h i s  e x a c t  w o rd s ,  "The way sh e  i s  s h e ' d  be b e t t e r  
o f f  d e a d . 11 F a i r l y  s e n t  c h i l l s  up my s p i n e  t h i n k i n *  a b o u t  
i t  l a t e r  ivhen I  c o n n e c t e d  them t h i n g s  up.
Mr. M c C l in to c k :  Thank you ,  t h a t  w i l l  b e  a l l .  Mr.
D u s e n b e r r y ,  do you w ish  t o  ex am in e ?
Mr. D u s e n b e r r y :  No q u e s t i o n s .
Mr. M c C l in t o c k :  Then I  xw u ld  l i k e  t o  c a l l  Mr. B e ec h e r
t o  t h e  s t a n d .
C l e r k :  R a i s e  y o u r  r i g h t  h a n d .  Do you s o l e m n l y  sw ear
t o  t e l l  t h e  t r u t h ,  t h e  w h o le  t r u t h ,  and  n o t h i n g  b u t  t h e  
t r u t h ,  so  h e l p  you  God?
Mr. B e e c h e r :  I do .
Mr. M c C l in t o c k :  T e l l  t h e  c o u r t  yo u r  name and o c c u p a ­
t i o n .
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Mr. B e e c h e r :  I  am L e r o y  B e e c h e r .  I  am a n a t t o r n e y
a t  l a w .  I d rew  up t h e  l a s t  w i l l  and  t e s t a m e n t  o f  t h e  d e ­
c e a s e d s  K a th y  R o b e r t s .
Mr.  M c C l in t o c k :  Would you p l e a s e  t e l l  t h e  c o u r t  t h e
c o n t e n t s  o f  t h a t  w i l l ?
M r. B e e c h e r :  Y e s ,  s i r .  I  h a v e  i t  r i g h t  h e r e .  The
d e c e a s e d ,  K a th y  R o b e r t s ,  l e f t  t h e  h o u s e  and  h e r  w o r l d l y  
p o s s e s s i o n s  t o  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  F ra n k  R o b e r t s .
M r .  M c C l in t o c k :  P l e a s e  t e l l  t h e  c o t j r t  o f  w ha t  t h e s e
p o s s e s s i o n s  c o n s i s t e d .
Mr,  B e e c h e r :  She owned t h e  h o u se  w hich was w o r t h  a b o u t
$ 1 0 ,0 0 0  and  s h e  h a d  a b a n k  a c c o u n t  i n  t h e  amount  o f  $ 9 7 3 .5 6  
and s h e  owned f u r n i t u r e  i n  th e  h o u s e  w o r t h  about maybe a 
t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s .  She a l s o  owned some r e a l  e s t a t e  w o r t h  
a b o u t  $5  , 0 0 0 .  I n  a l l  a b o u t  $ 1 7 , 0 0 0 .
M r .  M c C l in t o c k :  I  s u b m i t  i n  e v i d e n c e  a p h o t o s t a t i c
copy o f  t h e  l a s t  w i l l  a n d  t e s t a m e n t  o f  K a th y  R o b e r t s ,  d e ­
c e a s e d .  Thank  y o u ,  Mr. B e e c h e r ,  t h a t  w i l l  b e  a l l .  Mr. 
D u s e n b e r r y ,  do you. w ish  t o  ex am in e?
Mr.  D u s e n b e r r y :  Y e s .  Mr, B e e c h e r ,  you s a i d  t h a t  t h e
p r o p e r t y  o f  M rs .  R o b e r t s  was w orth about $ 1 7 ,0 0 0 ,  i s  t h a t  
r i g h t ?
Mr,  B e e c h e r*  Y e s ,  s i r ,
Mr.  D usenb erry: Not a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  money,  i s  i t ?
H a r d l y  w o r t h  c o m m itt in g  m u rd e r  f o r .  E s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  Mr.  
R o b e r t s  had  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  f u r n i t u r e  a n d  h o u s e  w i t h  M rs .  
R o b e r t s  a l i v e .  T h a t  w ou ld  l e a v e  h i s  g a i n  t h e n  o n l y  t h e  r e a l  
e s t a t e ,  $ 5 , 0 0 0 ,  and  a bank a ccou n t o f  a b o u t  a th o u sa n d  d o l ­
l a r s .  H i s  r e a l  g a i n  t h e n  would amount t o  about $ 6 ,0 0 0 ,  
i s n *t  t h a t  r i g h t ,  Mr.  B e e c h e r ?
Mr.  B e e c h e r :  Yes . . .  I  g u e s s  s o  . . . 1  h a d n ’ t
t h o u g h t  o f  i t  i n  j u s t  t h a t  w ay .
M r.  D u s e n b e r r y :  I n  j u s t  w ha t  way h a d  you t h o u g h t  o f
i t ,  Mr.  B e e c h e r ?
Mr.  B e e c h e r :  W el l  . . . j u s t  t h a t  i f  h e  n e e d e d  a mo­
t i v e  h e  h a d  o n e .
Mr,  D u s e n b e r r y :  T h an k  y o u ,  Mr.  B e e c h e r .  No more  q u e s ­
t i o n s .
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Mr. M c C l in t o c k :  T h e  p r o s e c u t i o n  r e s t s  i t s  c a s e .
Mr.  D u s e n b e r r y :  I  would  l i k e  t o  c a l l  t h e  d e f e n d a n t
t o  t h e  s t a n d ,
C l e r k :  R a i s e  y o u r  r i g h t  h a n d .  Do you s o l e m n l y  sw e a r  
t o  t e l l  t h e  t r u t h ,  t h e  w h o le  t r u t h , ,  a n d  n o t h i n g  b u t  t h e  
t r u t h ,  so  h e l p  you God?
Mr. R o b e r t s :  I d o .
J u d g e :  Yots h a r e  h a d  an a t t o r n e y  a p p o i n t e d .  Are  you
p r e s e n t  w i t h  t h a t  a t t o r n e y ,  a n d  a r e  you r e a d y  t o  p l e a d  now?
Mr. R o b e r t s :  Yes s i r .
J u d g e :  Do you w i s h  t o  p l e a d  t o  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n ?
Mr. R o b e r t s :  Yes s i r .
J u d g e :  U haf  i s  y o u r  p l e a ?
Mr. R o b e r t s :  G u i l t y .
J u d g e :  G u i l t y ,  a s  c h a r g e d ?
Mr. R o b e r t s ;  Y e s ,  s i r .
Mr.  D u s e n b e r r y :  On May 2 3 r d ,  1948 Mr.  R o b e r t s ,  I u n d e r ­
s t a n d  you t o l d  me you b a d  m ixed  a  q u a n t i t y  o f  P a r i s  G reen  i n  
a cup?
Mr. R o b e r t s :  Y e s ,  s i r .
Mr.  D u s e n b e r r y ;  I s  t h a t  r i g h t ?
Mr.  R o b e r t s :  Y e s ,  s i r .
Mr.  D u s e n b e r r y :  You d i d  t h a t ?
Mr.  R o b e r t s ;  Y e s r s i r .
Mr.  D u s e n b e r r y :  And t h a t  s u b s e q u e n t l y  s h e  d i d  t a k e
t h a t ?
M r . Rob e r  t s : Y e s . s i r .
Mr,  D u s e n b e r r y ;  And a few h o u r s  a f t e r  t h a t  s h e  d i e d .
I s  t h a t  r i g h t ?
52
Mr. R o b e r t s :  Yes* s i r .
Mr. D u s e n b e r r y :  Had s h e  e v e r  t r i e d  t o  commit s u i c i d e
b e f o r e ?
Mr. R o b e r t s :  Y e s ,  s i r .
Mr. D u s e n b e r r y :  When was t h a t ?
Mr. R o b e r t s :  L a s t  summer.
Mr. D u s e n b e r r y :  What means d i d  s h e  t r y  t o  u s e ?
Mr. R o b e r t s :  C a r b o l i c  a c i d .
Mr. D u s e n b e r r y :  So t h a t  by  h e r  p r e v i o u s  a c t i o n s  you
knew t h a t  s h e  "was d e s i r o u s  o f  d y i n g ?
Mr. R o b e r t s :  Yes* s i r .
Mr. D u s e n b e r r y :  I  b e l i e v e  you, s a i d  y o u r  w i f e  was s e n t
t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a t  Ann A r b o r ?
Mr. R o b e r t s :  I  t o o k  h e r  m y s e l f .  She  was t h e r e  30 d a y s
I  t h i n k .  I  d i d  n o t  s t a y  t h e r e  a t  Ann A r b o r  w h i l e  sh e  was 
t h e r e .  I  t o o k  h e r  m y s e l f ,  and  made t h r e e  t r i p s  down t o  s e e  
h e r  w h i l e  s h e  was t h e r e  a n d  I b r o u g h t  h e r  b a c k  m y s e l f .  I
p a i d  t h e  e x p e n s e s  i n c i d e n t  t o  h e r  g o i n g  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  and
s t a y i n g  t h e r e  30 d a y s .  I t  w a s n *t  p a i d  b y  t h e  c o m i t y .  I  
p a i d  i t  o u t  o f  my own p o c k e t .
Mr. D u s e n b e r r y :  T han k  y o u ,  t h a t  v?ilJ be  a l l .  Mr.
M c C l i n t o c k , do you w ish  t o  e x am in e ?
Mr. M c C l i n t o c k :  No q u e s t i o n s .
Mr. D u s e n b e r r y :  Then  I  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  c a l l  t h e  n e x t
w i t n e s s  M r s .  I rm a  Summers t o  t h e  s t a n d .
C l e r k :  R a i s e  y o u r  r i g h t  h a n d .  Do you s o l e m n l y  s w e a r
t o  t e l l  t h e  t r u t h ,  t h e  w h o le  t r u t h  and n o t h i n g  b u t  t h e  t r u t h ,
so  h e l p  y o u  God?
M rs .  Summers: I  d o .
Mr. D u s e n b e r r y :  M r s .  Summers, I  b e l i e v e  you t o l d  me you
w e re  a f r i e n d  o f  t h e  d e c e a s e d ,  K a th y  R o b e r t s ,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?
M rs .  Summers: Y e s ,  s i r .  We w e re  v e r y  c l o s e  f r i e n d s .
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Mr. D u s e n b e r r y :  You w e re  a w are  t h e n  o f  h e r  p r e v i o u s
s u i c i d e  a t t e m p t  l a s t  summer?
M rs .  Summers: Y e s ,  s i r .
Mr.  D u s e n b e r r y :  You c a r e d  f o r  h e r  :dien s h e  was r e ­
c u p e r a t i n g  a f t e r  s h e  h ad  s w a l l o w e d  c a r b o l i c  a c i d ,  i s  t h a t  
r i g h t ?
M rs .  .Summers: Y e s ,  s i r .
Mr.  D u s e n b e r r y :  You v i s i t e d  w i t h  h e r  a l m o s t  e v e r y  day
d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  few m o n th s  b e f o r e  h e r  d e a t h ?
M rs .  Summers: Y e s , s i r .
Mr.  D u s e n b e r r y :  D id  s h e  m e n t i o n  s u i c i d e  f r e q u e n t l y ?
M rs .  Summers: Y e s ,  s i r .  She c e r t a i n l y  d i d .  T h a t
seem ed  t o  b e  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  s h e  h ad  on h e r  mind  was t o  d i e .  
She was i n  t e r r i b l e  p a i n .  She  c r i e d  a  l o t  a n d  a s k e d  God t o  
t a k e  h e r  o u t  o f  h e r  m i s e r y .  She was so  h e l p l e s s  a n d  i t  
seem ed  t o  w o r r y  h e r  a l o t .  One t i m e  s h e  s a i d  i f  s h e  c o u l d  
do i t  h e r s e l f  s h e  would  b u t  s h e  was s c a r c e l y  a b l e  t o  move.
Mr.  D usenberry: Were t h o s e  h e r  e x a c t  w o r d s ?
.Mrs. Summers: As  n e a r l y  a s  I c a n  rem em ber  sh e  s a i d ,
" I f  I c o u l d  w a lk  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  k i t c h e n  I  w o u ld  t a k e  t h e  
c a r b o l i c  a c i d  a g a i n  and  t h i s  t i m e  I  w o u ld  t a k e  e n o u g h . "  She  
was a l w a y s  s a y i n g  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t  so  I  c a n ' t  b e  s u r e  t h o s e  
w e re  h e r  e x a c t  w o rd s  b u t  t h a t ' s  w ha t  s h e  m ean t  a l l  r i g h t .
Mr. D u s e n b e r r y :  T hank  y o u ,  t h a t  w i l l  b e  a l l .  Mr.
M c C l i n t o c k ,  do you w ish  t o  e x a m in e ?
Mr. M c C l in t o c k :  Y e s ,  M rs .  Summers» you sa id ,  you
c o u l d n ' t  b e  s u r e  t h o s e  w e re  M rs .  R o b e r t s  e x a c t  w o r d s ,  i s  
t h a t  r i g h t ?
Mrs.. Suraroers: Y e s ,  s i r ..
Mr.  M c C l in t o c k :  M rs .  Summers, what d i d  you and  y o u r
h u s b a n d  d i s c u s s  a t  b r e a k f a s t  y e s t e r d a y  m o r n in g ?
M rs .  Summers: Why, . . . why I  d o n ' t  rem ember  . . I
b e l i e v e  i t  was . . oh y e s  we d i s c u s s e d  t h e  new n e i g h b o r s
who j u s t  moved i n  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t .
M r . M c C l in t o c k :  What w e r e  some o f  t h e  t h i n g s  y o u r
b u s b a n d  s  a i d ?
54
M rs .  Summers: Why . . X d o n ’ t  know h e  s a i d  s o m e t h i n g
a b o u t  t h e  woman h a v i n g  a mean l o o k  and  he  w o u l d n ' t  l i k e  t o  
h a v e  them  v i s i t  u s .
Mr.  M c C l i n t o c k :  Were t h o s e  h i s  e x a c t  w o rd s  M rs .
Summers?
M rs .  Summers: W e l l  . . .  X c a n ’ t  b e  s u r e  . . . I  . .
Mr. M c C l in t o c k :  E x a c t l y !  You c a n ’ t  b e  s u r e .  You c a n ' t
b e  s u r e  o f  t h e  e x a c t  w o rd s  o f  what  y o u r  h u s b a n d  s a i d  y e s t e r ­
day  m o r n in g  a t  b r e a k f a s t  y e t  you e x p e c t  us  t o  b e l i e v e  you c an  
remember t h e  e x a c t  w o rd s  o f  a f r i e n d  some m o n ths  b a c k .  I s n ’ t  
i t  p o s s i b l e  M r s .  Summers, t h a t  a f t e r  a l l  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  w o rd s  
o f  M r s .  R o b e r t s  may h av e  b e e n  j u s t  a  l i t t l e  d i s t o r t e d ?
M rs .  Summers: W el l  . . .  a s  I  s a i d  X c a n ’ t  be  s u r e  . .
b u t  I ’m s u r e  t h a t ’ s  w h a t  s h e  m e a n t .
Mr,  M c C l i n t o c k :  T h a t  w i l l  b e  a l l ,  M rs .  Summers.
Mr. D u s e n b e r r y :  I  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  c a l l  D r .  M a rv in  
S a u n d e r s  t o  t h e  s t a n d .
C l e r k :  R a i s e  your  r i g h t  h a n d .  Do you so le m n ly  swear
t o  t e l l  t h e  t r u t h ,  t h e  w h o le  t r u t h ,  a n d  n o t h i n g  b u t  t h e  
t r u t h ,  so h e l p  you  God?
D r .  S a u n d e r s :  X d o .
Mr.  D u s e n b e r r y :  D r .  S a u n d e r s  you a r e  a  q u a l i f i e d  n e u ­
r o l o g i s t ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?
D r .  S a u n d e r s :  Y e s ,  s i r ,
Mr.  D u s e n b e r r y :  Would you c l a r i f y  b r i e f l y  f o r  t h e  c o u r t
t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  o f  a. n e u r o l o g i s t ?
D r .  S a u n d e r s ;  A n e u r o l o g i s t  i s  a m e d i c a l  d o c t o r  who 
s p e c i a l i z e s  i n  d i s e a s e s  o f  t h e  n e r v o u s  s y s t e m .
Mr. D u s e n b e r r y :  I s  m u l t i p l e  s c l e r o s i s  s u c h  a d i s e a s e .
D o c t o r ?
D r .  S a u n d e r s :  Y e s ,  i t  c e r t a i n l y  i s .
Mr.  D u s e n b e r r y :  I s  t h e  c a u s e  o f  m u l t i p l e  s c l e r o s i s  
known?
D r .  S a u n d e r s :  No, i t  i s  n o t .
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Mr. Dusenberrv; Is it curable?
D r.  S a u n d e r s :  I n  o u r  p r e s e n t  s t a t e  o f  k n o w l e d g e ,  n o .
Mr. D u s e n b e r r y :  Then m u l t i p l e  s c l e r o s i s  i s  n o t  c u r a b l e
a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ?  Dr. S a u n d e r s  t. i n  y o u r  o p i n i o n  a s  an 
e x p e r t  w i t n e s s  w ha t  i s  t h e  o u tcom e  o f  t h i s  d i s e a s e ?
Or. S a u n d e r s :  A f t e r  a  c o u r s e  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  d e b i l i t y ,
i t  i s  f a t a l .
Mr. D u s e n b e r r y :  Does M r .  M c C l in t o c k  w i s h  t o  e x a m in e ?
Mr. M c C l i n t o c k :  No.
Mr. D u s e n b e r r y :  T h e n ,  I s h o u l d  l i k e  t o  c a l l  D r .  E rwin
W a lsh e  t o  t h e  s t a n d .
C l e r k :  Do you s o l e m n l y  sw ea r  t o  t e l l  t h e  t r u t h ,  t-he
w h o le  t r u t h ,  and  n o t h i n g  b u t  t h e  t r u t h ,  so h e l p  you God?
Dr .  W a ls h e :  I  d o ,
Mr. D u s e n b e r r y :  You a r e  D r .  E rw in  W a lsh e , a p s y c h i a ­
t r i s t ?
D r.  W a lsh e :  Y e s , s i r .
Mr. 'D u s e n b e r r y :  In  y o u r  p r o f e s s i o n .  D o c t o r ,  do you
e v e r  h a v e  o c c a s i o n  t o  work w i t h  p a t i e n t s  h a v i n g  t h e  d i s e a s e  
m u l t i p l e  s c l e r o s i s ?
Dr .  W a lsh e :  Y e s ,  o c c a s i o n a l l y  I  do .
Mr. D u s e n b e r r y :  I n  w h a t  c a p a c i t y ,  D o c t o r ?
Dr. W alshe: For m e n t a l  symptoms accom panying t h e  d i s ­
e a s e .
Mr. D u sen b erry :  Then m u l t i p l e  s c l e r o s i s  r e s u l t s  i n
m e n t a l  symptoms?
D r.  W a ls h e :  Y e s ,  m e n t a l  and  e m o t i o n a l  sym ptom s .
Mr. D u s e n b e r r y ;  Would you c l a r i f y  b r i e f l y  for; t h e  c o u r t  
t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e s e  sym ptom s?
D r .  W alshe: W e ll  t h e y  vary  f r o m  c a s e  t o  c a s e  d e p e n d i n g
o f  c o u r s e  on t h e  p rem o rb id  p e r s o n a l i t y  b u t  t h e r e  i s  i n e v i t a ­
b l y  m e n t a l  c o n fu s o n  a s  t h e  d i s e a s e  p r o g r e s s e s  a n d  i n v a d e s  
t h e  c o r t e x .
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Mr. D u s e n b e r r y ;  D r .  W a lsh e ,  s u i c i d e  i s  a f r e q u e n t  r e ­
s u l t  o f  m e n t a l  c o n f u s i o n ,  i s  i t  n o t ?
D r .  W alsh e ;  I  c o u l d n f t  s a y  how f r e q u e n t l y .
Mr. D u s e n b e r r y :  L e t  me r e p h r a s e  my q u e s t i o n  D o c t o r ,
i f  a p e r s o n  a t t e m p t s  s u i c i d e  would you s a y  he  i s  m e n t a l l y
c o n f u s e d ?
Dr. W alsh e :  C e r t a i n l y  he i s  n o t  b e h a v i n g  i n  a r a t i o n a l
m a n n e r .
Mr. D u s e n b e r r y ;  Then i t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  i n  a s t a t e  
o f  m e n t a l  confuwSion r e s u l t i n g  from m u l t i p l e  s c l e r o s i s  s u i ­
c i d e  i s  l i k e l y .
D r .  W alshe :  Well. ,  i t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  p o s s i b l e .
Mr. D u s e n b e r r y :  Thank y o u ,  D o c t o r .  The d e f e n s e  r e s t s .
J u d g e :  Mr. M c C l in t o c k ,  w i l l  now sum m arize  t h e  c a s e  f o r
t h e  p r o s e c u t i o n .
Mr. M c C l in to c k :  G en t lem en  o f  t h e  j u r y  you h a v e  h e a r d
e v i d e n c e  i n  t h i s  c o u r t  which  can  l e a d  you t o  o n l y  one  c o n ­
c l u s i o n - -  F ran k  R o b e r t s  i s  g u i l t y  o f  t h e  c o l d - b l o o d e d  m urder  
o f  h i s  w i f e  K a th y  R o b e r t s .  You hav e  h e a r d  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  o f  
t h e  c o r o n e r  t h a t  K a th y  R o b e r t s  d i e d  o f  a c e t o - a r s e n i c a l  p o i ­
s o n i n g .  You h a v e  h e a r d  a  r e l i a b l e  w i t n e s s  t e s t i f y  t h a t  t h e  
p o i s o n  w h ich  k i l l e d  K a th y  R o b e r t s  was p u r c h a s e d  by t h e  d e ­
f e n d a n t  s e v e r a l  days  p r i o r  t o  h e r  d e a t h .  You h a v e  h e a r d  t h e  
t e s t i m o n y  o f  t h e  h o u s e k e e p e r  t h a t  F ra n k  R o b e r t s  was h e a r d  t o  
s a y  h i s  w i f e  w o u ld  be  b e t t e r  o f f  d e a d .  You have  h e a r d  t h e  
t e s t i m o n y  o f  Mr, B e e c h e r  w hereby  you l e a r n  t h a t  F r a n k  R o b e r t s  
p r o f i t e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  f rom  t h e  d e a t h  o f  h i s  ’w i f e .  But i f  
t h e s e  w i t n e s s e s  have  n o t  c o n v i n c e d  y o u ,  you h a v e  t h e  c o n f e s ­
s i o n  o f  t h e  d e f e n d a n t  h i m s e l f .  T h a t  m u rd e r  was c o m m it ted  
t h e r e  i s  n o t  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  d o u b t .  But  you have  h e a r d  on t h e  
o t h e r  h a n d  t h e  a t t e m p t  by t h e  d e f e n s e  t o  make a m ockery  o f  
j u s t i c e .  The d e f e n s e  a s k s  you t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  F r a n k  R o b e r t s  
was so  t o r n  by s y m p a th y ,  p i t y  and c o m p a ss io n  f o r  h i s  a i l i n g  
w i f e  t h a t  he  k i l l e d  h e r .  You h a v e  been  l e d  by t h e  d e f e n s e  
t h r o u g h  a maze o f  e x p e r t  w i t n e s s e s  who by t e c h n i c a l  j a r g o n  
and  f a n c y  t e r m s  h a v e  attem pted to  c o n f u s e  t h e  e n t i r e  i s s u e .
The s t a t e  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  F ra n k  R o b e r t s  g rew t i r e d  o f  c a r i n g  
f o r  a h e l p l e s s  i n v a l i d  w i f e ,  saw a c h a n c e  t o  p r o f i t  from h e r  
d e a t h  a n d  t o o k  t h a t  c h a n c e .  G e n t le m e n ,  i f  t h i s  h e i n o u s  c o l d ­
b l o o d e d  m u r d e r e r  i s  a l l o w e d  t o  go f r e e ,  yon must  h o l d  y o u r ­
s e l v e s  respons.-ibl p f o r  a t e r r i b l e  m i s c a r r i a g e  o f  j u s t i c e .  
T h e r e  i s  o n l y  one  p o s s i b l e  v e r d i c t - - t o  f i n d  F ra n k  R o b e r t s
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g u i l t y  o f  m u r d e r !  T h a t  v e r d i c t  i s  y o u r  d u t y .  ( p a u s e )
Thank y o u .
J u d g e :  Mr. D u s e n b e r r y .  w i l l  now sum m ar ize  f o r  t h e  d e ­
f e n s e  .
Mr.  D u s e n b e r r y :  Your h o n o r ,  g e n t l e m e n  o f  t h e  j u r y ,  a s
we h a v e  s t a t e d  p r e v i o u s l y  t h e  d e f e n s e  h a s  made no a t t e m p t  
t o  deny  t h a t  F ran k  R o b e r t s  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  
h i s  w i f e ,  K a t h y .  F o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  vie a r e  i n  a g r e e m e n t  w i th  
t h e  p r o s e c u t i o n  t h a t  t h e  d e f e n d a n t  i s  p l e a d i n g  f o r  m e r c y , 
p l e a d i n g  f o r  h i s  l i f e .  T h i s ,  t h e n  i s  n o t  t h e  r e a l  i s s u e .
The i s s u e  o n c e  more a p p e a r s  t o  r e s o l v e  i t s e l f  i n t o  o n e  o f  
m o t i v a t i o n .  Did  F r a n k  R o b e r t s  grot? t i r e d  o f  c a r i n g  f o r  h i s  
i n v a l i d  w i f e  a s  t h e  p r o s e c u t i o n  would  h a v e  you b e l i e v e ?  Why 
t h e n  d i d  h e  p a y  h e r  m e d i c a l  e x p e n s e s  a t  Ann A rb o r?  D id  he 
ru n  t h e  r i s k  o f  l i f e  i m p r i s o n m e n t  o r  d e a t h  i n  t h e  e l e c t r i c  
c h a i r  f o r  a p i t i f u l  s m a l l  i n h e r i t a n c e  when h e  knew s h e  had 
b u t  a s h o r t  t i m e  to  l i v e  b e f o r e  s h e  w o u ld  d i e  o f  n a t u r a l  
c a u s e s ?  O r ,  d i d  he w a tc h  h e r  s l o w l y  becom ing  more c o n f u s e d ,  
i n  . g r e a t e r  p a i n  b e g g i n g  him w i t h  h e r  e y e s  a n d  h e r  l i p s  and  
h e r  own d e s i r e  t o  g i v e  h e r  some r e s p i t e  f rom  an ev en  more 
h o r r i b l e  f u t u r e .  P i c t u r e  i t  i n  y o u r  m in d s .  Ask y o u r s e l v e s  
i f  t h i s  w e re  my w i f e  whom I l o v e d ,  c o u l d  I b e a r  t o  s e e  h e r  
s u f f e r .  I f  I knew t h a t  i f  s h e  c o u l d  l i f t  h e r s e l f  f rom  h e r  
bed  t o  do i t  s h e  w o u ld  k i l l  h e r s e l f .  Which i s  humane,  which  
i s  r i g h t ,  w h ic h  i s  j u s t i c e ?  To w a tc h  a p e r s o n  s u f f e r  u n ­
b e a r a b l e  p a i n  and condemn them t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  s u f f e r i n g  
o r  t o  g i v e  them  t h e  means w h e re b y  t h e i r  own w i l l  a n d  d e s i r e  
th e y  end t h a t  s u f f e r i n g .  Mercy k i l l i n g  i s  n o t  c o l d - b l o o d e d  
m u r d e r .  Remember t h a t  you a r e  now i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  d e ­
c i d i n g  t h e  f a t e  o f  F r a n k  R o b e r t s  a s  .be h a d  t o  d e c i d e  t h e  
f a t e  o f  h i s  w i f e .  .Examine y o u r  h e a r t s  and  m in ds  as  he  e x ­
am ined  h i s .  Show t h e  same m ercy  h e  h a s  sh o w n . S e t  t h i s  man 
f r e e ,  f o r  i f  F ra n k  R o b e r t s  i s  g u i l t y  o f  any  c r im e  i t  i s  t h a t  
he i s  n o t  u n m e r c i f u l .
J u d g e :  C o u r t  i s  a d j o u r n e d .
APPENDIX B
One who a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  a  p e r s o n  p l a c e s  p o i s o n  w i t h ­
i n  h e r  r e a c h ,  w h e reb y  she  com m its  s u i c i d e  i s  g u i l t y  o f
m urd e r  i n  t h e  f i r s t  d e g r e e ,  w h e t h e r  s u i c i d e  i s  a  c r i m e  
o r  n o t ,
I b e l i e v e  t h e  d e f e n d a n t  i s  g u i l t y  o f  m urde r  i n  t h e  
f i r s t  d e g r e e ,  I  would  recommend t h e  d e a t h  p e n a l t y .
One who a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  a p e r s o n  p l a c e s  p o i s o n  w i t h i n
h e r  r e a c h ,  w he reby  s h e  commits  s u i c i d e  i s  g u i l t y  o f
m u rde r  i n  t h e  f i r s t  d e g r e e ,  w h e t h e r  s u i c i d e  i s  a c r i m e  
o r  n o t ,
I  b e l i e v e  t h e  d e f e n d a n t  i s  g u i l t y  o f  m urde r  i n  t h e  
  f i r s t  d e g r e e .  I would  recommend l i f e  i m p r i s o n m e n t .
One idno c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n ' s  c o m m i t t i n g  s u i ­
c i d e  i s  g u i l t y  o f  m u r d e r  which  i s  n o t  p r e m e d i t a t e d ,  o r ,  
m urde r  In  t h e  s e c o n d  d e g r e e .
I  b e l i e v e  t h e  d e f e n d a n t  i s  g u i l t y  o f  m u rd e r  i n  t h e  
s e c o n d  d e g r e e .  I  would  recommend a p r i s o n  t e r m  o f
( a )
, .M l. ! .  1 10 y e a r s
(b ) 15 V  p .n  V  K} * " *  ■*“ * -
( c ) 20 y e a r s
E v e ry  p e r s o n  d e l i b e r a t e l y  a s s i s t i n g  a n o t h e r  i n  t h e  com­
m i s s i o n  o f  s e l f - m u r d e r  s h a l l  be  deemed g u i l t y  o f  man­
s l a u g h t e r  i n  t h e  f i r s t  d e g r e e .
I  b e l i e v e  t h e  d e f e n d a n t  i s  g u i l t y  o f  m a n s l a u g h t e r  
and  s h o u l d  r e c e i v e  a s e n t e n c e  o f
2 y e a r s  a t  h a r d  l a b o r
( b )__________ 3 y e a r s  a t  h a r d  l a b o r
The  d e f e n d a n t  i s  an a c c e s s o r y  b e f o r e  t h e  f a c t  t o  t h e  
c r i m e  o f  s e l f - m u r d e r  a n d  a s  s u c h  he  i s  c h a r g e d  w i t h  w i l l -  
f u l  m u r d e r .  H o w eve r , t h e  j u r y  may recommend i n  v i e w  o f  
e x t e n u a t i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h a t  h e  n o t  r e c e i v e  t h e  maximum 
p e n a l t y  b u t  t h a t  he  b e  p u n i s h e d  by a p r i s o n  s e n t e n c e .
I  b e l i e v e  t h e  d e f e n d a n t  i s  g u i l t y  o f  w i l l f u l  m u r d e r ,  
b u t  wou ld  recommend a p r i s o n  t e r m  o f
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( a )  _ _ _ _ _  1 7 -s.r
( b )    5 y e a r s
6 .  So f a r  a s  t h e  lax*; i s  c o n c e r n e d ,  t h e  s u i c i d e  i s  i n n o c e n t j  
t h e r e f o r e  t h e  p a r t y  who f u r n i s h e s  t h e  m ea n s  to  t h e  s u i ­
c i d e  m ust  a l s o  b e  i n n o c e n t  o f  v i o l a t i n g  t h e  lav?.
I  b e l i e v e  t h e  d e f e n d a n t  i s  i n n o c e n t  o f  any c r i m e  and 
s h o u l d  n o t  be  p u n i s h e d .
60
S e n t e n c e s  o f  t h e  C o u r t
Group D e c i s i o n  Rank j u d g e * s  Commitment
10 I f  i s  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h i s
c o u r t  t h a t  t h e  d e f e n d a n t ;  F r a n k  
R o b e r t s  i s  g u i l t y  o f  m u rd e r  i n  t h e  
f i r s t  d e g r e e .  I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  
t h e  lav/s  o f  t h i s  s t a t e  h e  w i l l ,  b e  
t a k e n  f ro m  t h e  c o u r t  t o  t h e  S t a t e  
P e n i t e n t i a r y  a t  L e x i n g t o n  w h e r e  he 
w i l l  be  e x e c u t e d  on t h e  n i g h t  o f  
At?, g u s t  2 2 f 1950 .
c o u r t  t h a t  t h e  d e f e n d a n t ;  F r a n k  
R o b e r t s  i s  g u i l t y  o f  m u rd e r  i n  t h e  
f i r s t  d e g r e e .  He i s  t o  b e  c o n ­
f i n e d  i n  t h e  S t a t e  P e n i t e n t i a r y  a t  
L e x i n g t o n  f o r  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  h i s  
l i f e .
c o u r t  t h a t  t h e  d e f e n d a n t , F r a n k  
R o b e r t s  i s  g u i l t y  o f  m u rd e r  w h ic h  
i s  n o t  p r e m e d i ta t e d  o r  m u r d e r  i n
2 o I t  i s  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h i s
3 ( a ) 6 I t  i s  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h i s
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APPENDIX C C o n t 1d
Group Decisi ' .
i I it 1 ■■■■ ii i r  ~1 I on Rank
t h e  s e c o n d  d e g r e e .  He i s  t o  b e  
c o n f i n e d  in  t h e  S t a t e  P e n i t e n t i a r y  
a t  L e x i n g t o n  f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  n o t  
l e s s  t h a n  10 y e a r s .
c o u r t  t h a t  t h e  d e f e n d a n t „ F ra n k  
R o b e r t s  i s  g u i l t y  o f  m u rd e r  which  
i s  n o t  p r e m e d i t a t e d  o r  m urde r  i n  
t h e  s e c o n d  d e g r e e .  He i s  t o  b e  
c o n f i n e d  in  t h e  S t a t e  P e n i t e n t i a r y  
a t  L e x i n g t o n  f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  n o t  
l e s s  t h a n  15 y e a r s .
c o u r t  t h a t  t h e  d e fe n d a n t s ,  F ra n k  
R o b e r t s  i s  g u i l t y  o f  m u rd e r  which  
i s  n o t  p r e m e d i t a t e d  o r  m urder  i n  
t h e  s e c o n d  d e g r e e .  He i s  t o  b e  
c o n f i n e d  in  t h e  S t a t e  P e n i t e n t i a r y  
a t  L e x i n g t o n  f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  n o t  
l e s s  t h a n  20 y e a r s .
3 (b> 7 I t  i s  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h i s
3 ( c) 8 I t  i s  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h i s
Group De c i s i o n  Rank 
4 ( a )  3
4 ( b )  4
5 ( a )  2
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J u d g e 1s Comm itm en t
I t  i s  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h i s  
c o u r t  t h a t  t h e  d e f e n d a n t ,  P r a n k  
R o b e r t s  i s  g u i l t y  o f  m a n s l a u g h t e r .
He w i l l  s e r v e  a t e r m  i n  t h e  S t a t e  
P e n i t e n t i a r y  a t  L e x i n g t o n  f o r  2 
years at hard 1abo r.
I t  i s  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h i s  
c o u r t  t h a t  t h e  d e f e n d a n t ,  F r a n k  
R o b e r t s  i s  g u i l t y  o f  m a n s l a u g h t e r .
He wiX1 s e r v e  a t e r m  i n  t h e  S t a t e  
P e n i t e n t i a r y  a t  L e x i n g t o n  f o r  3
£?[T £» V  r| 1 ;j?hor
I t  i s  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h i s  
c o u r t  t h a t  t h e  d e f e n d a n t ,  F r a n k  
R o b e r t s  i s  g u i l t y  o f  w i l l f u l  m u r d e r .  
H ow ever ,  i n  v i e w  o f  t h e  e x t e n u a t i n g  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i n  t h i s  c a s e  t h e  j u r y  
h as  e n t e r e d  a p l e a  f o r  m e r c y .  T h e r e ­
f o r e ,  he  w i l l  b e  c o n f i n e d  f o r  n o t  
l e s s  t h a n  1 y e a r  i n  t h e  S t a t e  P e n i ­
t e n t i a r y  a t  L e x i n g t o n .
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Groim D e c i s i o n  Rank JjKlge_?.s Commatm_ent
5 (b ) 5 I t  i s  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h i s
c o u r t  t h a t  t h e  d e f e n d a n t  t F ra n k  
R o b e r t s  i s  g u i l t y  o f  w i l l f u l  m u r d e r .  
H o w eve r ,  i n  v iew  o f  t h e  e x t e n u a t i n g  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i n  t h i s  c a s e  t h e  iu r vk.* e
h a s  e n t e r e d  a p l e a  f o r  m e r c y .  T h e r e -  
fo r e *  h e  w i l l  be c o n f i n e d  f o r  n o t  
l e s s  t h a n  5 y e a r s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  P e n i ­
t e n t i a r y  a t  L e x i n g t o n .
c o u r t  t h a t  t h e  d e fen d a n t  9 F ra n k  
R o b e r t s  i s  i n n o c e n t  o f  anv c r im e  
and  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  p u n i s h e d .
1 I t  i s  th e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h i s
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